• “The Artist’s Garden: American Impressionism and the
Garden Movement, 1887–1920” opens Jan. 23
• Chinese New Year Celebration will be held Feb. 20–21
• The Huntington prepares for El Niño
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General Information
TELEPHONE: 626-405-2100
ADMISSION: Members: Free. Non-Members
adult rates: Weekdays $23. Weekends $25.
(See website for discounted senior, group, and
children’s rates.) Admission is free to all
visitors on the first Thursday of each month
with advance tickets.
HOURS: Mon., Wed., Thurs., and Fri.: noon–
4:30 p.m. Sat. and Sun.: 10:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m.
Monday holidays: 10:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m.
SUMMER HOURS: (June–August)
10:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. daily, excluding Tuesdays. Closed Tuesdays and major holidays.

DINING: The Café serves light meals and
refreshments. Tea is served in the Rose
Garden Tea Room. For tea reservations,
call 626-683-8131. Enjoy Chinese cuisine in
the Garden of Flowing Fragrance and specialty
coffees and gelato in the Coffee Shop.
HUNTINGTON STORE: Open 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Wednesday through Monday, the store carries
a variety of books, prints, note cards, jewelry,
home decor, toys, and gift items related to The
Huntington’s collections. Purchases help
finance the institution. Store information:
626-405-2142.
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On the cover: The Crimson Rambler (detail) by Philip Leslie Hale, ca. 1908.
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia, Joseph E. Temple
Fund. Back cover: Snow by John Henry Twachtman, ca. 1895–96.
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia, the Vivian O. and
Meyer P. Potamkin Collection, bequest of Vivian O. Potamkin. Both
works are on view beginning Jan. 23 in the traveling exhibition “The
Artist’s Garden: American Impressionism and the Garden Movement,
1887–1920.” (See page 2.)
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“Alex Israel at The Huntington”
Through July 11 | Huntington Art Gallery
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Early American Art Collections”
Ends Jan. 5 | Boone Gallery
“Y.C. Hong: Advocate for Chinese-American Inclusion”
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“Friends and Family: British Artists Depict their Circle”
Through March 28 | Huntington Art Gallery, Works on Paper Room
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“A World of Strangers: Crowds in American Art”
Through April 4 | Huntington Art Gallery, Second Floor

Alex Israel at The Huntington
Contemporary art intervention sparks dialogue between old and new

V

isitors in recent weeks might have noticed
something unusual afoot in the Huntington Art
Gallery, as a number of contemporary works of
art suddenly popped up among the familiar
18th-century British portraits and French decorative
arts in Henry and Arabella Huntington’s former
home. The temporary installation, which continues
through July 11, is an intervention by Los Angelesbased artist Alex Israel, one of the most
recognizable emerging artists on the contemporary
art stage.
“Alex Israel at The Huntington” integrates a
significant group of Israel’s works—including
paintings (freestanding and mural) and sculpture—
throughout the Beaux Arts building known for its
priceless European art collection.
More than just a showcase for the artist’s
work, the exhibition is intended to spark a dialogue
between the new and the old. Israel’s practice
addresses celebrity culture and the iconography of
L.A. through the conceptual lens of Warhol and
Duchamp. The staging of his work within the
historic mansion—home of the iconic painted
celebrity, Blue Boy, by Thomas Gainsborough—
creates a stimulating discourse on place and
identity, two things fundamental to understanding
Henry Huntington’s own love affair with Southern
California, a region whose identity he helped forge.
Among the works in “Alex Israel at The
Huntington” are three large self-portraits (acrylic
and bondo on fiberglass), displayed just outside the
Thornton Portrait Gallery, where Blue Boy hangs.
One of these depicts the artist in a blue satin L.A.
Dodgers’ starter jacket reminiscent of that famous
youth’s iconic suit. Israel’s portraits are intended to
complement—and comment on—the grand gallery,
which is filled with 18th- and 19th-century portraits
of notable figures of the British noble class as well
that of Sarah Siddons, the celebrated actress of the
London stage.
Additional works are placed in rooms
throughout both floors of the gallery, and include
(among others) a botanically-themed mural, Israel’s
monumental painting Sky Backdrop installed
among 18th-century Beauvais tapestries, and his
cast bronze Maltese Falcon among the Renaissance
bronze sculptures.

Alex Israel, Self Portrait (Dodgers), 2014‒2015,
acrylic and bondo on fiberglass.

Major support for this exhibition has been provided
by Karyn Kohl. Additional support is provided by
Laura and Carlton Seaver, and the Fundación
Almine y Bernard Ruiz-Picasso para el Arte.

Exhibition catalog

I

n conjunction with the exhibition, The Huntington will publish a catalog in the spring of 2016,
also titled Alex Israel at The Huntington. Lavishly
illustrated with installation photographs by Fredrik
Nilsen, the book will include two scholarly essays:
one by art critic, novelist, and filmmaker Chris
Kraus, and the other by Los Angeles art writer,
educator, and curator Jan Tumlir. Also included is
an interview with Israel by Kevin Salatino, the
Hannah and Russel Kully Director of the Art
Collections at The Huntington.
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The Artist’s Garden
Traveling exhibition of American Impressionist paintings opens Jan. 23

2

Philip Leslie Hale (1865–1931), The Crimson Rambler,
ca. 1908, oil on canvas. Pennsylvania Academy of
the Fine Arts, Philadelphia, Joseph E. Temple Fund.

en plein air (outdoors, often in the countryside) in
France were bringing home lessons to apply in an
American context. Paintings in “The Artist’s
Garden” show domesticated landscapes set in the
suburbs, or even in the middle of the city. Unlike
the notion of Manifest Destiny that pervaded the
paintings of American landscape artists such as
Albert Bierstadt (1830–1902), these are domestic
pictures about yards, parks, and gardens, often with
urban backdrops rather than imposing mountains.

From left: Henry Asbury Rand (1886–1961), Snow
Shadows, 1914, oil on canvas. Pennsylvania Academy
of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia, John Lambert Fund.
Charles Courtney Curran (1861–1942), A Breezy Day,
1887, oil on canvas. Pennsylvania Academy of the
Fine Arts, Philadelphia, Henry D. Gilpin Fund.
Maurice B. Prendergast (1859–1924), Promenade, ca.
1915–18, oil on canvas. Pennsylvania Academy of the
Fine Arts, Philadelphia, The Vivian O. and Meyer P.
Potamkin Collection, bequest of Vivian O. Potamkin.

At this time, industrialization had made
its mark on the landscape; it also had made its
mark on the garden movement. People had more
free time for gardening in new suburban
backyards, and railroads allowed for daytrips to
the countryside—giving city dwellers a taste of
nature. Scientific innovation was being applied to
plants, creating hybrid varieties optimized for
color or hardiness. The late 19th century saw an
explosion of garden hobbyists who sought out
seeds, tools, and fertilizer from horticultural
suppliers. These suppliers used new hybridizing
techniques to create ever larger and brighter
flowers and bigger and more colorful fruits and
vegetables.
The Crimson Rambler by Philip Leslie
Hale (1865–1931) shows a simple summer scene
with a woman next to a cascade of roses. While
completely bucolic and unthreatening, the painting is informed by modern life. It features a
recently hybridized rose variety that had been
developed using scientific techniques. Wildly
popular, the ‘Crimson Rambler’ rose was widely
advertised in garden supply catalogs. Much like
the fashionable dress and hat worn by the woman
in the painting, this was an absolutely contemporary and sophisticated flower.
“Painters at the time depicted what was
near and familiar to them, which also happened

to be really modern at the time,” said Glisson. For
example, Snow, by John Henry Twachtman
(1853–1902), shows the artist’s backyard covered
in snow. (See back cover.) Twachtman, a member
of the new suburban class, lived in southern
Connecticut close to the railroad so he could
commute into New York City whenever he
needed. Though not a farmer, he lavished care on
his suburban garden.
The exhibition is organized by the Pennsylvania Academy of
the Fine Arts, with leading support from the Mr. & Mrs.
Raymond J. Horowitz Foundation for the Arts, Inc. and the
Richard C. von Hess Foundation.
The major exhibition sponsors are Bill and Laura Buck, and
Christie’s. Additional support is provided by Bowman
Properties, Ltd.; the Burpee Foundation; Edward and Wendy
Harvey; Mr. and Mrs. Washburn S. Oberwager; Pennsylvania
Trust; Alan P. Slack; Martin Stogniew, in memory of Judy
Stogniew, a lover of art and gardening; the Victory Foundation;
Ken Woodcock; and the Wyeth Foundation for American Art.
The exhibition’s presentation at The Huntington is made
possible by the George and Marcia Good Family Foundation in
memory of art collector and patron of the arts George C. Good.
Additional support was provided by the Hon. and Mrs. R.
Carlton Seaver, the Ahmanson Foundation Exhibition and
Education Endowment, and the Susan and Stephen Chandler
Exhibition Endowment.
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A

nationally touring exhibition of
American Impressionist
paintings is set to make its only
West Coast stop at The Huntington this month, opening Jan. 23
and continuing through May 9 in the
MaryLou and George Boone Gallery.
“The Artist’s Garden: American
Impressionism and the Garden
Movement, 1887–1920” will showcase a hand-picked selection of 17
paintings from the exhibition that
originated at the Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts last year.
“The Artist’s Garden”
explores the connections between the
American Impressionist movement
and the emergence of gardening as a
middle-class leisure pursuit. It’s a theme ideally
suited to The Huntington, where the historic
botanical gardens established by Henry and
Arabella Huntington surround the art galleries
that house the collections.
“This exhibition gets behind the undeniable beauty of impressionistic pictures of gardens
and asks questions about the social activity of
gardening, the scientific hybridization of plants,
and even early environmental conservation,” said
James Glisson, the Bradford and Christine Mishler
Assistant Curator of American Art at The Huntington, who is organizing the exhibition’s presentation at The Huntington and who contributed an
essay to the catalog.
During the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, Impressionist artists who had studied

3

JANUARY – FEBRUARY 2016 EVENTS
ALL MEMBERS
Exhibition Preview

“The Artist’s Garden:
American Impressionism and
the Garden Movement”
Jan. 22 (Friday) noon–4:30 p.m.
Enjoy an afternoon preview of this
traveling exhibition that explores the
connections between the American
Impressionist movement and the
emergence of gardening as a middleclass leisure pursuit. The Huntington is
the only West Coast venue for the
national tour.

AFFILIATE LEVEL MEMBERS
AND ABOVE
Exhibition Preview and Reception

“The Artist’s Garden:
American Impressionism and
the Garden Movement”
Jan. 22 (Friday) 5:30–9 p.m.
Upper-level Members can preview this
travelling exhibition and enjoy wine and
hors d’oeuvres during an evening
reception.
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For questions regarding your
Membership, please call 626-405-2124
or visit huntington.org.
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Tag us!

style lecture on plant science, followed by an
opportunity for participants to examine
samples and specimens, taking advantage of
microscopes and other possibilities in the lab.
A second program will be offered Feb. 25;
participants can attend one or both sessions.
Free; no reservations required.
Botanical Auditorium and Brody Lab

Science and Sociability in
the French Revolution

Viewing Stones Show
Dec. 26–Jan. 3 (Closed Jan. 1)
10:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
The California Aiseki Kai presents its 26th
annual show featuring more than 100
outstanding examples of suiseki and other
viewing stones, whose striking forms have
been shaped by nature, the elements, and
time. General admission.
Brody Botanical Center

Jan. 13 (Wednesday) 7:30 p.m.
Dena Goodman, professor of history at the
University of Michigan and the Dibner
Distinguished Fellow at The Huntington,
discusses a group of young men whose
passion for science guided them through the
turmoil of the French Revolution and into
leadership roles in the decades that followed.
Free; no reservations required.
Rothenberg Hall r
Second Thursday Garden Talk & Sale

Bulbs and Roses:
A Winning Combination
Jan. 14 (Thursday) 2:30 p.m.
While roses are resting up for spring, winterblooming bulbs can add delightful color to
the garden. Tom Carruth, the E. L. and Ruth B.
Shannon Curator of the Rose Collections,

Music in the Chinese Garden
Wednesdays, 1–3 p.m.
Enjoy traditional Chinese music every
Wednesday afternoon in the Garden of
Flowing Fragrance. General admission.
(Cancelled in the event of rain.)

Chamber Music Concert

Camerata Pacifica
Jan. 12 (Tuesday) 7:30 p.m.
Welcome the new year with music by USC
composers Stephen Hartke and Sean Friar,

Southern California Gardener Series

discusses some of his favorite bulbs to plant
as companions among the roses, including
Narcissus, Oxalis, Muscari, and Gladiolus. A
plant sale follows the talk and will feature a
wide selection of bulbs and bare-root roses.
Free; no reservations required.
Ahmanson Room, Brody Botanical Center.
Mormon History Lecture

Fatal Convergence: The Mountain
Meadows Massacre in American
History

D

o you have a favorite Instagram
photo taken during a visit to The
Huntington? Tag it with #AtTheH
and we might repost it. This photo
from the Chinese Garden was shared
by Huntington Member
@gjertsonbgjertson.

Russ Turner Photography

Edwardian music by Sir Charles Villiers
Stanford, and David Bruce’s Victorian-infused
Steampunk. Be prepared for surprises! $56.
Tickets and program details:
cameratapacifica.org or 805-884-8410.
Rothenberg Hall r

worlds of Sir Thomas Browne. The physician,
essayist, and naturalist was one of the era's
most eloquent and idiosyncratic interpreters
of the Book of Nature. $25. Registration:
626-405-3432 or researchconference@
huntington.org. Rothenberg Hall

Your Garden and Your Water Bill

Japanese Teahouse Tours
Jan. 11 & Feb. 8 (Mondays) noon–4 p.m.
Take a peek inside the Japanese Garden’s
ceremonial teahouse and learn the traditions
behind its use. Informal tours are offered at
20-minute intervals on the second Monday of
every month. General admission.

Chamber Music Concert

Camerata Pacifica

Jan. 20 (Wednesday) 7:30 p.m.
Religion and violence converged in southern
Utah in 1857 when a Mormon militia
attacked a wagon train bound for California.
Sarah Barringer Gordon, professor of law and
history at the University of Pennsylvania,
discusses how recognition of the importance
of religion to the Mountain Meadows
Massacre yields vitally connected histories.
Free; no reservations required.
Rothenberg Hall r
Conference

Truth and Error in Early Modern
Science: Thomas Browne and
His World
Jan. 22–23 (Friday–Saturday)
8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.
Twelve leading experts in the literary,
philosophical, and scientific culture of 17thcentury England examine the works and

QUESTIONS? 626-405-2100

Jan. 24 (Sunday) 2 p.m.
Home gardeners know they have to reduce
water usage, but by what measure? How do
you know what amount of water is appropriate to the landscape? Jim Folsom, the
Telleen/Jorgensen Director of the Botanical
Gardens, and Scott Kleinrock, landscape
design and planning coordinator, discuss
how to interpret water usage in light of
objective standards, and what techniques or
design solutions could give gardeners the
most bang for their water bucks. Attendees
are invited to bring their water bills, sampling
all seasons, for discussion. Free; no reservations required. Ahmanson Room,
Brody Botanical Center
Haaga Lecture

How Business Became
Standardized in 19th- and
20th-Century America
Jan. 27 (Wednesday) 7:30 p.m.
In today's economy, virtually everything has
been standardized, from bedsheets to
bushels of grain. Stephen Mihm, associate
professor of history at the University of
Georgia, chronicles the unlikely coalition of
often eccentric entrepreneurs who brought
standard sizes, products, and procedures to
American business. Free; no reservations
required. Rothenberg Hall r

NEW! Botany Bay Series
Plant Science for Gardeners
and Citizen Scientists
Jan. 28 (Thursday) 4:30–5:30 p.m.
Jim Folsom, the Telleen/Jorgensen Director
of the Botanical Gardens, offers a discussion-

Feb. 9 (Tuesday) 7:30 p.m.
The ensemble takes listeners on a cultural
journey, first with an American Creole
exploration in Wynton Marsalis’ At the
Octoroon Balls for string quartet, then to
Chinese composer Tan Dun’s Ghost Opera for
string quartet and pipa, with water, stone,
paper, and metal. $56. Tickets:
cameratapacifica.org or 805-884-8410
Rothenberg Hall r
Second Thursday Garden Talk & Sale

Seeds, Seed Banks, and
California Flora
Feb. 11 (Thursday) 2:30 p.m.
With global
biodiversity
facing
unprecedented
threats,
conservationists
around the
world are
racing to
secure
genetically
diverse collections of
living seeds. Join Evan Meyer, seed
conservation program manager at Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic Garden, for a discussion
about seed conservation and how these
efforts are being carried out in California. A
plant sale follows the talk. Free; no
reservations required. Ahmanson Room,
Brody Botanical Center.

Camellia Show and Sale
Feb. 13–14, Saturday:
1–4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 10:30 a.m.–
4:30 p.m.
Hundreds of
gorgeous blooms will
compete for top
honors at The Huntington’s 44th annual
Camellia Show, cosponsored by the Southern
California Camellia Society. Make a day of
it by exploring acres of blooming camellias
in the gardens. General admission.
Brody Botanical Center

Tropical Nursery Tour
Feb. 17 (Wednesday) 1:30–3 p.m.
Go behind the scenes with Dylan Hannon,
The Huntington’s curator of tropical
collections, for a tour of the botanical
nurseries where rare orchids and other plants
are grown. $5*. Tickets: huntington.org/
calendar. *For non-Members, Huntington
admission is a separate required cost.
Ridge Lecture

Saul Bellow and American Prose
Feb. 17 (Wednesday) 7:30 p.m.
Saul Bellow has been called the greatest
writer of American prose of the 20th century
(James Wood). Zachary Leader, professor of
English literature at the University of
Roehampton and Bellow's biographer,
explores this claim and tests it, asking what
exactly “American prose” is and why Bellow
might be thought its greatest 20th-century
master. A book signing will follow the talk.
Free; no reservations required.
Rothenberg Hall r

Nevins Lecture

The Men Who Lost America
Feb. 11 (Thursday) 7:30 p.m.
The loss of the American colonies was a
stunning and unexpected defeat for the
powerful British Empire. Common wisdom
has held that incompetent military and
political leaders were to blame, but were
they? Andrew O’Shaughnessy, vice president
of Monticello and professor of history at the
University of Virginia, dispels the
incompetence myth and uncovers the real
reasons that rebellious colonials were able to
achieve their surprising victory. A book
signing follows the talk. Free; no reservations
required. Rothenberg Hall r

Chinese New Year Celebration
Feb. 20–21 (Saturday–Sunday)
10:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Celebrate the Lunar New Year at The
Huntington as the Year of the Monkey begins.
(See details on page 13.)

r The Café will be open until 7:15 p.m. before the start of events showing this symbol. Program attendees can enjoy a select variety of dinner options, desserts,
beer, and wine in the new dining venue overlooking the gardens, just steps away from Rothenberg Hall.
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JANUARY – FEBRUARY 2016 EVENTS (Continued)
Feb. 23 (Tuesday) 7:30 p.m.
Xin Wu, assistant professor of art history at
the College of William & Mary, explores the
time-honored classical Chinese painting
theme “Eight Views of Xiaoxiang” (Xiaoxiang
bajing 瀟湘八景) through the lens of the
garden. Wu investigates issues of formation
of serial landscapes, and translation between
media, from the late Tang to early Qing
dynasties (10th through 17th centuries). Free
Rothenberg Hall
Founder’s Day Lecture

The Future of Art at
The Huntington
Feb. 25 (Thursday) 3 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m.
Kevin Salatino, the Hannah
and Russel Kully Director of
the Art Collections, looks at
the origins of art at The
Huntington and predicts its
future course, asking “Where
do we come from? What are
we? Where are we going?”
Reserve free tickets (limit
two) for either the afternoon or evening
lecture at huntington.org/calendar.
Rothenberg Hall r
Botany Bay Series
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Plant Science for Gardeners
and Citizen Scientists
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Feb. 25 (Thursday) 4:30–5:30 p.m.
Join Jim Folsom, the Telleen/Jorgensen
Director of the Botanical Gardens, for the
second program in this series on plant
science. A discussion-style lecture will be
followed by an opportunity for lab time with
microscopes and plant specimens. The first
program in the series takes place Jan. 28;
participants can attend one or both sessions.
Free; no reservations required.
Botanical Auditorium and Brody Lab

Bonsai-a-Thon
Feb. 27–28 (Saturday–Sunday)
10:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Southern California bonsai masters will share
their passion for the art form in this annual
event that includes exhibits, demonstrations,
prize drawings, a “bonsai bazaar,” and a live
auction at 3 p.m. each day. Bonsai workshops
for adults and children will be offered on
Saturday with advanced registration. (For
workshop details, see individual listings
under “Continuing Education” and “Children
& Families.”) Proceeds from the event
support the Golden State Bonsai Collection
at The Huntington. General admission.
Brody Botanical Center

Continuing Education
Painting with Nan Rae Painting
Jan. 20 & Feb. 17 (Wednesdays)
11 a.m.–3 p.m.
Artist Nan Rae
continues her
popular watercolor classes
inspired by the art
of Chinese brush
painting. Each
session: $50.
Registration:
818-842-6489.

Chardonnay Around the World
Jan. 20 (Wednesday) 5–7:30 p.m.
Chardonnay is one of the most diverse grape
varieties in the world, producing a wide range
of styles depending on the region where it is
grown—from France and Italy to Australia and
California. Join sommelier Brad Owen for an
in-depth lecture and tasting. Members: $90.
Non-Members: $105. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

Book Discussion

California Cabernet Sauvignon

Euphoria

Feb. 24 (Wednesday) 5–7:30 p.m.
Join chef and sommelier Brad Owen for an
evening of wine education, focusing on
cabernet sauvignon, the most popular red
wine variety in California. Through lecture and
tasting, this class will compare the diverse
character of wines produced in Napa Valley,
Sonoma County, Paso Robles, the Sierra
Foothills, and the Santa Ynez Valley. Members:
$90. Non-Members: $105. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

Jan. 27 (Wednesday) 10 a.m.–noon
Join a discussion of Lily King’s meticulously
researched historical novel Euphoria, inspired
by the life of cultural anthropologist
Margaret Mead and set in 1930s New Guinea.
Facilitator Judith Palarz leads the
conversation. Members: $25. Non-Members:
$35. Registration: huntington.org/calendar.
Flower Arranging

Citrus and Flowers
Jan. 30 (Saturday) 10 a.m.–noon
The historic orange groves on The Huntington's grounds provide the inspiration for
brightly colored floral designs incorporating
citrus, orchids, and other fresh flowers in this
workshop presented by Flower Duet. Members: $85. Non-Members: $100. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

Jan. 21 (Thursday) 4:30 p.m.
Curator Li Wei
Yang leads a
private tour of
the exhibition
“Y.C. Hong:
Advocate for
ChineseAmerican
Inclusion,”
which traces
the life of an
extraordinary
figure in the
history of early 20th-century Los Angeles.
Members: $15. Non-Members: $20. Registration: huntington.org/ calendar.

Taste of Art:
From Ancient Roots to Chinatown
Jan. 23 (Saturday) 9 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
The history of Chinese immigration in early Los
Angeles and the development of contemporary
Chinese-American cuisine are explored in this
cooking workshop and gallery discussion
inspired by the exhibition “Y.C. Hong: Advocate
for Chinese-American Inclusion.” Members: $85.
Non-Members: $100. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

QUESTIONS? 626-405-2100

Curator Tour
Feb 25 (Thursday) 4:30 p.m.
Curator James Glisson leads a private tour of
the exhibition “The Artist’s Garden: American
Impressionism and the Garden Movement,
1887–1920.” This traveling show explores the
connections between the American Impressionist movement and the emergence of
gardening as a middle-class leisure pursuit.
Members: $15. Non-Members: $20.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

Curator Tour

Fun with Chocolate

All About Citrus

The Artist’s Garden

Y.C. Hong: Advocate for
Chinese-American Inclusion

Feb. 6 (Saturday) 9:30 a.m.–noon
Kids can learn the expressive art of Chinese
brush painting in this workshop with artist
Peifang Liang, using the Chinese Garden as
their creative muse. Ages 7–12. Fee includes
one accompanying adult. Members: $15.
Non-Members: $25. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

Jan. 30 (Saturday) 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Young chefs can learn how to make orange
marmalade and preserved lemons after a visit
to the historic Huntington orange groves with
chef Ernest Miller of Rancho La Merced
Provisions. Ages 7–12. Fee includes one
accompanying adult. Members: $25. NonMembers: $35. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

Keeping a Watercolor Sketchbook
Feb. 3, 4 & 5 (Wednesday–Friday)
9 a.m.–noon

Chinese Brush Painting

Children and Families

Flowers for the Year of the Monkey
Jan. 30 (Saturday) 1–2:30 p.m.
To usher in the Lunar New Year and the start
of Year of the Monkey, kids will create flower
arrangements with a hidden surprise inside
during this workshop led by the team from
Flower Duet. Ages 7–12. Fee includes one
accompanying adult. Members: $25. NonMembers: $35. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

Feb. 13 (Saturday) 9:30 a.m.–noon
Youngsters will discover the source of their
favorite confection as instructor Punam
Bhakta leads a culinary expedition that
starts with tropical plants in the
Conservatory and ends with some delicious
art in the classroom. Ages 7–12. Fee
includes one accompanying adult.
Members: $25. Non-Members: $35.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

Bonsai Builders
Feb. 27 (Saturday) 9–11:30 a.m.
Join the fun of this weekend’s Bonsai-aThon in a hands-on workshop with the pros,
and then take home your own miniature
tree to grow at home. Ages 7–12. Fee
includes one accompanying adult.
Members: $25. Non-Members: $35.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

Pamela Sztybel

Join artist Pamela Sztybel for a three-part class
on how to record visual thoughts and observations in a sketchbook—ideal for gardeners,
painters, writers, nature lovers, and those who
want to develop their own painterly style of
expression. Members: $90. Non-Members:
$105. Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

Taste of Art: The Artist’s Garden
Feb. 6 (Saturday) 9 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
From garden to canvas to table: explore the
relationship between the art of painting and
garden design through a tour of the exhibition
“The Artist’s Garden: American Impressionism
and the Garden Movement, 1887–1920,” then
head to the kitchen to prepare a garden-fresh
meal. Members: $85. Non-Members: $100.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

Botanical Illustration:
Camellia Intensive
Feb. 13 & 14 (Saturday & Sunday)
9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Botanical artist Lisa Pompelli leads an indepth, two-day class in creating detailed
flower studies in watercolor, working from
camellias in The Huntington’s collections.
Some prior drawing skills are recommended.
Members: $175. Non-Members: $195.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

Tai Chi Series
Feb. 27–April 9 (Saturdays)
8:45–10:15 a.m.
Experience tai chi in the tranquil setting of the
gardens in this seven-part series led by
instructor Kathy Chyan, suitable for beginning
and intermediate students. Members: $150.
Non-Members: $175. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

Bonsai Workshop
Feb. 27 (Saturday) 9 a.m.–noon
Learn the ancient art of growing and shaping
miniature trees in this hands-on workshop,
presented in conjunction with the weekend’s
Bonsai-a-Thon event (see page 6). Trees and
supplies are provided. Members: $35. NonMembers: $45. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

Blue Boy & Co.
new book published this winter
celebrates one of America’s most
important collections of European
art: the one established by Henry and
Arabella Huntington in the early 1900s.
Gainsborough’s Blue Boy is just one
of the masterpieces in the Huntington Art
Gallery, which was the first public collection of Old Master paintings, sculpture,
and decorative arts established in Southern California. In Blue Boy & Co.: European Art at The Huntington, more than
100 of the most impressive works in the
collection are published together for the first time. This handsome
catalog, edited by Catherine Hess and Melinda McCurdy, serves as
both a guide to the collection and an enlightening compendium for
anyone interested in European art.
Blue Boy & Co. (DelMonico • Prestel Books; $39.95, hardcover) is available in the Huntington Store.

A
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East Asian Garden Lecture

Eight Views:
From Landscape to Garden
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Preparing for El Niño

So Much to Savor

S

nd on the 100th day, David Zeidberg, the
director of the Library, brought me to tears.
He certainly didn’t mean to, and I was as
surprised as he was; however, I guess it was
inevitable considering everything that has transpired over the past few months. My immersion in
The Huntington has been so richly multilayered
that at times I've felt as though I’ve become the
equivalent of a metaphorical tiramisu.
In thinking about the importance of all that
this institution represents—the manuscripts, the
art, the gardens, our educational programs, and
research activities—I always wind up where I
started: with the people and the place. In Ray
Oldenburg’s book The Great, Good Place (1989),
he writes about the necessity of public spaces in our
lives: “In order for the city and its neighborhoods to
offer the rich and varied association that is their
promise and their potential, there must be neutral
ground upon which people may gather. There must
be places where individuals may come and go as
they please, in which none are required to play
host, and in which all feel at home and comfortable.” The Huntington is such a place. We have
offered a rich experience for multiple generations
now. (As I was parking my bike the other day, a car
pulled up and the driver offered that she, her
parents, and her son were all volunteers at The
Huntington.) Yet what we provide is much more
than “neutral ground.” We are a treasure trove of
content with one of the world’s most remarkable
manuscript and rare book collections, world-class
art, and a continuously developing botanical
garden of rare and endangered plants. We are
authentic in an age where facsimiles increasingly
have become the norm.
Now, I’ve worked with manuscripts and
letters for a long time in conducting my own
research on Mark Twain, so I knew what to expect

as we made our way through the vault and David
began showing me rare, stunningly beautiful botanical volumes, Shakespeare folios, and Twain’s
Prince and the Pauper. Lastly, he took out Benjamin Franklin’s handwritten Autobiography and
turned the pages, explaining how Franklin and his
Loyalist son had a permanent and painful parting
of the ways; how he always wrote in the right-hand
column so he could write marginalia in the left.
And David showed me a page where the handwriting was covered in ink because Franklin spilled
the well.
Yet, I was caught completely off guard when
David flipped the pages toward the end and pointed
out a blank space in the manuscript. There Franklin
had written a note for the reader apologizing for the
break in his narrative due to a brouhaha that had
taken up a bit of his time: the Revolutionary War.
The humanness that the moment represented, the
realization of being among our greatest intellects,
and feeling so deeply one of Faulkner's most famous
lines—“The past is never dead. It’s not even
past.”—I became overwhelmed.
When David offered to show me Henry
David Thoreau’s manuscript of Walden, I begged
for mercy. “Let’s take our time,” I said. “There is
everything yet to see—no rush.” And that is what
The Huntington represents for us all: so much to
savor and appreciate in a beautiful place, and we
have a lifetime to learn and enjoy.

outhern California is bracing for rain—lots
of it—as the predicted El Niño weather
system looms. After four years of relentless
drought, some precipitation would be welcome, but too much at once could be disastrous.
Civic leaders and water managers throughout the
region have been scrambling to prepare for the
deluge. They’ve also been exploring ways to
capture some of that rainwater for future use.
At The Huntington, rainwater harvesting is
a major component of the institution’s own
preparations for El Niño. In fact, an underground water retention system was constructed
in 2013 as part of the project that built the new
Steven S. Koblik Education and Visitor Center.
Rainwater from downspouts and drains in the
new complex, along with runoff from the
parking lot, will flow into this storage system,
which has a capacity of approximately 27,000
cubic feet. (Excess quantities will flow into storm
drains.) From the retention system, captured
rainwater can percolate down through the soil to
recharge the groundwater. Some of this retained
water may also help replenish the underground
aquifer that The Huntington taps into for all its
irrigation needs.
Elsewhere on the property, considerable
work has been done in non-public areas to
prevent flooding of two popular gardens. The
Japanese and Chinese gardens lie in low areas of
the grounds through which seasonal creeks
historically ran, carrying runoff from the terrain
as well as rainwater that flowed into the property
from the north. To prevent flood damage to
these landscapes, a system of berms, detention

In a photo from 2013, superintendent Ken George of
Matt Construction oversees work on a water retention
system that will capture storm runoff to help recharge
the groundwater.

basins, and a drainage canal will collect and hold
large amounts of runoff, safely retaining as much
of it as possible on the property to soak into
plant beds before channeling the excess into
storms drains. This will allow the water to
bypass the gardens that lie in its natural path and
will prevent its release into neighboring streets at
the southern perimeter of the property. Sandbags
and long “snakes” of straw wattle will help
control erosion on slopes, catch floating debris,
and slow down or divert cascading water, thus
keeping the drainage system clear and running
efficiently.

Laura Skandera Trombley, president

Botanical staff member Daniel Goyette
inspects a drainage canal and water
detention basin designed to prevent
flooding in the Chinese and Japanese
gardens. Both gardens lie in the
natural path of seasonal flows.
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T

he San Marino League, which has generously supported
The Huntington’s Japanese Garden for nearly 60 years,
will hold its biennial gala benefit on Saturday, Feb. 6, at
5:30 p.m. with a presentation by renowned film critic and
celebrity profiler Rex Reed. Reed will entertain the
audience in Rothenberg Hall with revealing portraits of
famous personalities of stage, screen, and literature. After
the program, cocktails and a silent auction in The Rose
Hills Foundation Garden Court will be followed by a
gourmet dinner in Haaga Hall.
Members of the San Marino League serve as docents
in the Japanese Garden, provide Ikebana floral
arrangements for the Japanese House, and contribute
financially to the garden’s endowment fund. League
members also support Art Center College of Design,
underwriting scholarships for fine arts students. Proceeds
from this event will go to both institutions.

Tickets for the gala
benefit are $300 per person.
($150 is tax deductible.)
Reservations:
brownpapertickets.com/
event/2402551.
(Tickets may also be
purchased for Rex Reed’s
presentation only, without
the reception and dinner,
for $50 each at
brownpapertickets.com/
event/2405050.)

Honor Someone Special

H
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onor a special person in your life—parent, spouse, grandchild, friend—or mark a memorable
occasion by making a memorial or tribute gift to The Huntington. Your donation supports
the educational mission of the institution and all its varied programs. For information about
making a tribute gift, call 626-405-2290 or visit huntington.org/giving.

10

Enjoy a Premier Tour
hether you’re new to The Huntington or a longtime Member, you can
deepen your enjoyment of the
Botanical Gardens by taking a Premier
Tour. These informative docent-led tours
are offered in the morning before public
hours, and are available for individuals or
small groups of up to 10 guests. Options
include Estate Grounds, Chinese Garden,
Japanese Garden, or the popular Tea &
Tour. For details and online registration,
visit huntington.org, and enter the search
words “premier tours.” Questions? E-mail
tours@huntington.org.

W

Antiquarian Book Fair to Benefit the Library

T

he West Coast’s largest
annual rare book event is
coming to town. The 49th
California International
Antiquarian Book Fair will be
held Feb. 12–14 at the Pasadena
Convention Center. More than
200 international dealers will
showcase everything from
Medieval manuscripts to 20thcentury first editions, plus
prints, posters, maps, illustrations, autographs, children's
books, photographs, and much
more. The Book Fair will also
include a special exhibit marking
the 150th anniversary of the
publication of Lewis Carroll’s
Alice in Wonderland.
A special preview event opens the show on
Friday, Feb. 12, from 3 to 8 p.m. Tickets for the
preview are $25 (good for reentry throughout the
fair), and proceeds will benefit The Huntington.

Weekend tickets are $15
on Saturday, Feb. 13 (11
a.m.–7 p.m.), and
Sunday, Feb. 14 (11 a.m.–
5 p.m.).
Friday preview
tickets will entitle the
holder to one complimentary entry to The
Huntington, valid
throughout the month of
February. Saturday and
Sunday tickets include free
entry to The Huntington
the weekend of the Book
Fair.

The fair is sponsored by the Antiquarian
Booksellers’ Association of America and the
International League of Antiquarian Booksellers.
For additional information, visit cabookfair.com.

Book News
inutes before midnight on March 12, 1928, the St. Francis
Dam collapsed, sending more than 12 billion gallons of
water surging through California’s Santa Clara Valley and
killing some 400 people. Heavy Ground: William Mulholland and
the St. Francis Dam Disaster, written by historians Norris Hundley
Jr. and Donald C. Jackson, gives an account of how the St.
Francis Dam came to be built, the reasons for its collapse, the
terror and heartbreak brought by the flood, the efforts to
restore the Santa Clara Valley, the political factors influencing
investigations of the failure, and the effect of the disaster on
dam safety regulation. Heavy Ground (hardcover, $55) is the
eighth title in the Western Histories series, edited by William
Deverell and jointly published by The Huntington and
University of California Press. Look for it in the Huntington Store
or from booksellers nationwide.

M

CALENDAR • JANUARY | FEBRUARY • 2016

San Marino League Benefit to Feature Rex Reed
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T

Pamela Ludwig Hearn

he Huntington is pleased to welcome Pamela Ludwig Hearn to
the staff as director of the Society of Fellows. A native Angeleno
who has spent more than 25 years as a fundraiser, Hearn brings
a wealth of experience to the job, along with a deep knowledge
of The Huntington’s donor community. She most recently served
as executive director of Dignity Health Global Mission Programs.
Prior to that, she was executive director of development for the
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels. Hearn has been affiliated
with several major nonprofit institutions in Los Angeles, including
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, the Music Center of Los Angeles
County, and the Autry Museum of the American West.
The Society of Fellows is a premier donor group comprising
nearly 600 households whose members contribute a total of $4.5
million annually to support Huntington programs. In return, they
enjoy a rare degree of exposure to the collections and curatorial
staff. For information about joining the Society of Fellows,
please call Pamela Hearn at 626-405-2264 or email
phearn@huntington.org.

Welcoming the Year of the Monkey

I

t has become an annual tradition for many
families to celebrate Chinese New Year at The
Huntington. Make it a part of your own
tradition as we welcome the Year of the Monkey
on Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 20–21, with
Chinese music, art, performances, and more.
The festivities will take place from 10:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. in and around the Chinese Garden, on
the lawn of the Brown Garden, and in other
locations.

PERFORMANCES
Lion Dancers
10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m.
Mask-Changing
11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m.
Martial Arts
11 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 1 p.m., 2:30 p.m.

Photo by Martha Benedict

Chinese Music
11 a.m.–1 p.m., 2–4 p.m.

East West Bank is the sole corporate
sponsor of The Huntington’s
Chinese New Year event.

Other activities will be ongoing and will include
displays of penjing (Chinese bonsai) and scholar’s
rocks, as well as demonstrations of calligraphy,
finger-painting, and Chinese brush painting.
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Fellows
Upcoming Fellows’ Events
Curator’s Tour

“Alex Israel at The Huntington”
Jan. 14 (Thursday)
Exhibition Preview and Reception

“The Artist’s Garden:
American Impressionism
and the Garden Movement”
Jan. 21 (Thursday)
Winter Seminar Dinner
and Lecture
Jan. 26 (Tuesday)
Founder’s Day Lecture
Feb. 24 (Wednesday)
INVITATIONS TO FOLLOW

hat better way to start a brand new year than by attending one
of the special events offered to members of the Society of
Fellows? Jan. 14 will ring things in with a private look at the sitespecific art installation “Alex Israel at The Huntington” in the historic
Huntington Art Gallery. On Jan. 21, Fellows can enjoy an exclusive
first look at the traveling exhibition “The Artist’s Garden: American
Impressionism and the Garden Movement, 1887–1920” in the
MaryLou and George Boone Gallery. The annual Winter Seminar
follows on Jan. 26, featuring NEH Fellow Daniel Immerwahr of
Northwestern University discussing his current research. And the
Founder’s Day Lecture on Feb. 24 will be delivered by our own Kevin
Salatino, the Hannah and Russel Kully Director of the Art Collections.
Make a resolution to join the Society of Fellows today. With
an annual gift of $2,500 or more, you can become part of this
remarkable annual giving community. Fellows enjoy exclusive events
and opportunities with The Huntington’s curators and collections.
For more information, visit the Membership page at huntington.org
or contact Pamela Hearn, director of the Society of Fellows, at
626-405-2264 or phearn@huntington.org.

W

Additional funding provided by The Justin Vajna Memorial Fund
for Educational Programs in the Chinese Garden and
The Cheng Family Foundation.

Enjoy the Benefits of Membership
embership gives you the opportunity to enjoy
The Huntington all year round, explore all it has
to offer, and enrich your mind with every visit. At
the same time, it provides essential support for education programs, exhibitions, and research. Benefits
include free admission for two adults and their children or grandchildren, a 10-percent discount in the
Huntington Store, and special Members-only events.
For a complete list of benefits, or to join online, visit
huntington.org or call 626-405-2124.

M

Yes! I want to join The Huntington
o Sustaining
o
o
o
o
o
o

Mr./Ms./Miss/Mrs./Mr. & Mrs./Other

__________________________________________________
Name (print name as it will appear on Membership card)

__________________________________________________
Second cardholder’s name

__________________________________________________
Address

Apt. #

__________________________________________________
City

State

Zip

_______________________

_____________________

Office phone

Home phone

__________________________________________________
E-mail address

o New o Renewal/Account No. _____________
o Gift Membership

Makes a perfect gift, too!

Gift from ___________________________________________
Name

__________________________________________________
Address

$120

Apt. #

__________________________________________________

(Senior discount $30 off, age 65 and over)

City

Contributor
Affiliate
Supporting
Patron
Benefactor
Society of Fellows

_______________________

_____________________

Office phone

Home phone

$200
$300
$380
$700
$1,500
$2,500

State

Zip

Payment Options
o Check (payable to The Huntington)

o Visa o MasterCard o American Express
__________________________________________________
Acct. no.
Signature

Exp. date

____________________________________________
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Veteran Fundraiser Joins Society of Fellows Staff
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