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General Information

OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY
				

Telephone: 626-405-2100
Website: huntington.org
Admission: Members: Free. Non-Member adult
rates: Weekdays $25. Weekends $29. (See website
for discounted senior, group, and children’s rates.)
Admission is free to all visitors on the first
Thursday of each month with advance tickets.

 et the new year off to a glorious start
G
with a visit to The Huntington. Drop by
after the Tournament of Roses Parade or
before the Rose Bowl game, or spend the
entire day exploring. The gardens, galleries,
and exhibitions will be open on Monday,
Jan. 1, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Details at
huntington.org.

Hours: Open 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Wednesday through Monday.
Closed Tuesdays and some major holidays.
Dining: The 1919 café serves light meals and
refreshments. Tea is served in the Rose Garden
Tea Room. For tea reservations, call 626-683-8131.
Enjoy Chinese cuisine in the Chinese Garden’s
Freshwater Dumpling and Noodle House and
specialty coffees in the Red Car coffee shop.
Huntington Store: Open 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Wednesday through Monday, the store carries a
variety of books, prints, notecards, jewelry,
home decor, toys, and gift items related to The
Huntington’s collections. Purchases help finance
the institution. Store information: 626-405-2142.
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Follow us!
Find links to Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Tumblr, YouTube, Vimeo, iTunes,
SoundCloud, and the Verso blog at huntington.org.

On the cover: Camellia magnifica rubra, from Ambroise Verschaffelt’s Nouvelle iconographie des
camellias (v.1 pt. 2, Ghent, 1849). This rare camellia book is among the more than 20,000 items
in the Ralph S. Peer archive, donated to The Huntington in 2017 by the family of the late camellia
authority. (See related story on page 2.) Back cover: Song before Harvest (Mexican Pine, Mugwort,
and Coast Live Oak en la Huerta de Cuati), 2017, by Sarita Dougherty. From the group exhibition
“COLLECTION/S: WCCW/five at The Huntington,” continuing through Feb. 12 in the Scott
Galleries.

exhibitions
“Visual Voyages: Images of Latin American Nature from Columbus to Darwin”
Ends Jan. 8 | Boone Gallery
“Human Nature: Sonic Botany”
Ends Jan. 8 | Scott Galleries
“Nuestro Mundo”
Ends Jan. 8 (weekends only) | Brody Botanical Center
Although typically open only on weekends, this exhibition will be open Monday,
Jan. 8, for its final day.
“Frederick Hammersley: To Paint without Thinking”
Through Jan. 22 | Scott Galleries, Chandler Wing
“COLLECTION/S: WCCW/five at The Huntington”
Through Feb. 12 | Scott Galleries
“In Pursuit of Flora:
18th-Century Drawings from The Huntington’s Art Collections”
Through Feb. 19 | Huntington Art Gallery, Works on Paper Room
“The Reformation: From the Word to the World”
Through Feb. 26 | Library West Hall
“Tiffany Favrile Glass:
Masterworks from the Collection of Stanley and Dolores Sirott”
Through Feb. 26 | Scott Galleries
“Orbit Pavilion”
Extended through Sept. 3, 2018 | Celebration Lawn
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AN EXOTIC VISITOR IN THE GALLERY
George Stubbs’ Zebra will be on view Feb. 3–April 30
Zebra by George Stubbs,
1762. Yale Center for British
Art, Paul Mellon Collection

Visitors can see another work by Stubbs, the equine portrait Baronet with Sam Chifney Up (1791),
on the first floor of the Huntington Art Gallery, part of the permanent collection.

LAST CHANCE!
The international loan exhibition “Visual Voyages: Images of Latin
American Nature from Columbus to Darwin” ends on Monday, Jan. 8.
If you haven’t seen this remarkable show in the Boone Gallery yet, hurry
and catch it while you can; it won’t be traveling to any other venues. The
exhibition features more than 150 paintings, rare books, illustrated
manuscripts, prints, drawings, and other objects—many of them on
view for the first time in the United States. Also closing Jan. 8 are two
related exhibitions: “Nuestro Mundo” (in the Botanical Center, weekends
only plus Monday’s final day) and “Human Nature: Sonic Botany” (in the
Scott Galleries). Details at huntington.org.
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hen the British public saw its first zebra in the mid-18th century, the black-and-white
striped beast created quite a sensation. A similar degree of excitement is likely to greet
the exquisite portrait of that celebrated animal when George Stubbs’ Zebra (1762) goes
on temporary display at The Huntington. The painting, on loan from the Yale Center for British Art,
will be on view Feb. 3 through April 30, 2018, on the second floor of the Huntington Art Gallery.
Zebra is one of the earliest in a series of paintings of exotic animals produced by Stubbs
(1724–1806). It depicts a female zebra that was brought from South Africa in 1762 as a gift from
the governor for young Queen Charlotte, wife of King George III. Upon arrival in London, the
animal was installed in the menagerie at Buckingham House (now known as Buckingham Palace)
where she became an instant celebrity. “The Queen’s she-ass,” wrote one observer, “was pestered with
visits, and had all her hours employed from morning to night in satisfying the curiosity of the public.”
Stubbs is best known for his paintings of horses, but his grasp of the anatomical differences
between zebras and horses is masterly. The physical details in the painting—the backward direction
of the ears, the dewlap on the underside of the neck, and the pattern of the stripes above the tail—
are so exact as to enable the animal to be identified as the smallest of three subspecies, the Cape
Mountain zebra. The exotic beast died in 1773; but, thanks to Stubbs’ portrait, her celebrity lives on.

1

12/8/17 11:52 AM

A PASSION FOR CAMELLIAS
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alph S. Peer (1892–1960) had a legendary career
in the music business. In the 1920s, he made the
first commercial recordings of African-American
blues and country music and introduced Latin music to
the United States, having a profound effect on American
Roots music. He founded the Southern Music Publishing
Company in 1928; now known as peermusic, it is the
largest independent music publisher in the world.
While Peer was passionate about music, he had a
second passion, as well: Camellias. Fully a third of Peer’s
time from the late 1940s on was devoted to the cultivation
and promotion of the genus. A respected authority on
the subject, he is credited with being instrumental in
introducing the reticulata species from China to gardens
throughout the United States.
Last year, Peer’s son, Ralph Peer II, and his wife, Liz
Peer, donated to The Huntington his late father’s papers
related to his work on camellias. Numbering some
20,000 items in all, including 41 rare botanical titles, the
gift represents a rich resource for horticultural scholars.
“This is a stupendous gift,” said Daniel Lewis,
Dibner Senior Curator of the History of Science and
Technology at The Huntington. “The Ralph S. Peer
correspondence archive and printed collections play to
The Huntington’s existing strengths in the history of
botany. We are delighted to be able to add this collection
to our holdings, where it will be used by researchers
from around the world.”
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The archive contains letters documenting Peer’s
work promoting local, national, and international
camellia organizations. (He was awarded the Veitch
Gold Medal from the Royal Horticultural Society in
1955 and was president of the American Camellia Society
in 1957–1958.) It also highlights his relationships with
noted camellia authorities, including retired Huntington
superintendent and camellia expert William Hertrich.
Other correspondence focuses on his search for an elusive
yellow camellia species in Yunnan Province, China,
and records his exchanges with camellia growers at tea
plantations throughout Asia.
The rare books from Peer’s camellia-related library
range in date from the 16th to the 20th centuries—many
of them featuring beautiful hand-colored illustrations.
Perhaps the rarest volume and the one with the greatest
scholarly potential is a unique unillustrated copy of Luigi
Colla’s Camelliografia (Turin, 1843); the printed text bears
extensive contemporaneous manuscript annotations, with
additional pages of comments tipped in.
“Liz and I are delighted and grateful that my father’s
collection of rare botanical volumes and his camellia
correspondence are now cataloged and residing in The
Huntington’s archives,” said Ralph Peer II. “I remember
well his affection for The Huntington and his friendship
with and admiration for Mr. Hertrich, with whom he
worked to establish The Huntington’s experimental
Camellia Garden. Housing the collection at The
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Opposite page, bottom left: Noted camellia expert Ralph S. Peer, ca. 1958. Photograph by Wallace Seawell.
Top left: The historic Camellia japonica ‘California’, donated by Peer’s family in 2003, in bloom in the garden.
Center: Ralph Peer II and his wife, Liz Peer, stand next to a commemorative plaque in the garden recognizing the
contributions of his late father to the promotion and cultivation of the genus.

Huntington is the continuation of a long and mutually
beneficial relationship.”
An earlier gift from the Peer family, in 2003,
consisted of more than 30 camellia plants from the elder
Peer’s Hollywood estate, Park Hill. The most significant
of these was a historic specimen of Camellia japonica
‘California’ that is believed to be the oldest camellia on
record in Southern California. The plant arrived in the
state in 1888 as an unnamed seedling and was purchased
for 25 cents off a Japanese tramp steamer at Redondo
Beach Harbor. Peer acquired it nearly three quarters of
a century later, in 1959, and it graced the grounds of
Park Hill until the property was sold and the shrub was
donated to The Huntington. Today, visitors can see
‘California’, with its rose-red flowers, thriving among a
forest of camellias edging the road on the northeast side
of the North Vista. Other camellia specimens from Peer’s
estate reside in the Chinese Garden. The winter months
are the ideal time to see them in bloom.
In recognition of Ralph S. Peer’s significant role in the
history of camellias, a commemorative plaque has been
placed in the “Reticulata Knoll” area of the Camellia
Garden, located on the northwest side of the North Vista.
The Peer archive has been cataloged and is available
for use by qualified scholars. Research inquiries can
be directed to the Reader Services department at
reference@huntington.org.
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ON VIEW
Visitors can see one of the rare botanical volumes
from the Ralph S. Peer collection on view in the
Library’s “Beautiful Science” exhibition through
April. Look for Ambroise Verschaffelt’s Nouvelle
iconographie des camellias (Ghent, 1849) in the
exhibition’s Natural History gallery.
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Above: The Peers view some of the rare materials from the archive of his father, which they recently donated to
The Huntington. Joining them were Library staff members (from left) Laura Rips, Dan Lewis, and David Zeidberg,
outgoing Avery Director of the Library.
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And don’t miss the annual Camellia Show and Sale,
Feb. 10–11.
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Ranch Open House

Garden Talk & Sale

Music in the Chinese Garden

Saturdays, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Stop by The Huntington’s urban agriculture
site during its weekly open hours and pick up
some seasonal tips for sustainable gardening.
From the Teaching Greenhouse, follow
signs to the site. (Cancelled in the event of
rain.) General admission. Ranch Garden

Rose Garden Update
Jan. 11 (Thursday) 2:30 p.m.
Will we see another “super bloom” in the
Rose Garden this spring? Tom Carruth, the
E. L. and Ruth B. Shannon Curator of the
Rose Collections, offers an inside look at
recent projects—from new automated
irrigation lines and fertilizer regimens to
pathways and planting beds—that are
making the garden more beautiful than ever.
A sale of bare-root roses follows in the
nursery area. Free; no reservations required.
Rothenberg Hall
Conference

The Censorship of British Theatre,
1737–1843
Japanese Teahouse Tours
Jan. 8 & Feb. 12 (Mondays) 11:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Learn about the history of the Japanese
Garden’s ceremonial teahouse and the
traditions behind its use. Informal tours are
offered at 20-minute intervals on the
second Monday of every month. No
reservations required. General admission.
Japanese Garden
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Mormon History Lecture
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A Mormon Diarist in California,
1850–1858
Jan. 10 (Wednesday) 7:30 p.m.
Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Laurel
Thatcher Ulrich, the 300th Anniversary
University Professor of History at Harvard

For Members
SUPPORTING LEVEL AND ABOVE
Premier Discovery Program

Objets d’art: The Beauty of Favrile
Glass by Louis Comfort Tiffany
Jan. 18 (Thursday) 6:30–9 p.m.
Enjoy an evening reception and private
viewing of the exhibition “Tiffany Favrile
Glass: Masterpieces from the Collection of
Stanley and Dolores Sirott,” with informal
remarks by Chad Alligood, Virginia Steele
Scott Chief Curator of American Art. The
exhibition ends Feb. 26, so don’t miss this
opportunity for a closer look! Invitation to
follow.
Questions?
Email memberevents@huntington.org
or visit huntington.org/membership.

books and became one of the most
important booksellers in the West. This
program is the Book Club of California’s
inaugural Kenneth Karmiole Endowed
Lecture. Free; no reservations required.
Rothenberg Hall r

© Frederick Hammersley Foundation

Wednesdays, 1–3 p.m.
Enjoy traditional Chinese music every
Wednesday afternoon in the Garden of
Flowing Fragrance. General admission.
(Cancelled in the event of rain.) Chinese Garden

University, shares stories from the
remarkable diary of Caroline Crosby. The
wife of a Mormon missionary, Crosby
reached California with her husband in 1850
en route to a posting in the South Pacific,
and later lived among “saints and
strangers” in San Jose, San Francisco, and
San Bernardino. Free; no reservations
required. Rothenberg Hall r

Public Events

Jan. 12–13 (Friday–Saturday) 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.
Theater censorship had a profound impact
on cultural and political life in Britain during
the Georgian period. Leading experts on
18th- and 19th-century theater will explore
the implications of statutory theater
censorship as Britain grappled with issues
of modernity, race, gender, and religion
during a period of imperial expansion and
conflict. $25. Registration: huntington.org/
censorship. Rothenberg Hall
Chamber Music Concert

Camerata Pacifica
Jan. 16 (Tuesday) 7:30 p.m.
The award-winning ensemble will perform
Beethoven’s Piano Sonata No. 26 in E-flat
Major, Op. 81a ("Les Adieux"), and works by
Messiaen, Ligeti, Britten, and Bartók. $56.
Tickets and program details:
cameratapacifica.org or 805-884-8410.
Rothenberg Hall

Anton Roman: San Francisco’s
Pioneering Bookseller and Publisher
Jan. 17 (Wednesday) 7:30 p.m.
John Crichton, proprietor of the Brick Row
Book Shop in San Francisco, shares the
story of pioneering entrepreneur Anton
Roman (1828–1903), who came to California
from Bavaria in 1849 to make his fortune in
the gold fields, then converted his gold into

r

Frederick Hammersley’s Remarkable
Account of his Painting Practice and
Materials
Jan. 18 (Thursday) 7:30 p.m.
Abstract artist Frederick Hammersley (1919–
2009) kept meticulous documentation of
his painting process and materials. His
Painting Books, compiled over the course of
nearly 40 years, describe in detail the
creation of hundreds of individual works.
Scientist Alan Phenix of the Getty Conservation Institute will survey the technical
content of the Painting Books, with
particular focus on matters that have
significance for the care and conservation of
Hammersley’s works. Free; no reservations
required. Rothenberg Hall

Historia Plantarum
Jan. 18 & Feb. 15 (Thursdays) 4:30–6 p.m.
In this ongoing discussion series, Alain
Touwaide, historian of botany, medicine,
and medicinal plants, discusses related
topics reaching as far back in time as
Hippocrates and Cleopatra and into the
modern era. Free; no reservations required.
Auditorium, Brody Botanical Center
East Asian Garden Lecture Series

Portland Japanese Garden: The
Journey Continues
Jan. 23 (Tuesday) 7:30 p.m.
For more than 50 years, the Portland
Japanese Garden has been a haven of
serenity and an important center for
Japanese culture. Join garden curator
Sadafumi Uchiyama as he reflects on the
garden’s recent expansion and its newly
founded institute for teaching garden
history and design. Free; no reservations
required. Rothenberg Hall

C
 hef ’s selection of small plates with beer and wine will be available for purchase in
the Rose Hills Garden Court prior to each lecture showing this symbol, beginning at
6 p.m. (The 1919 café will be closed.)

QUESTIONS? 626-405-2100
Calendar Jan/Feb_1.indd 6
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Zeidberg Lecture in the History of the Book

Garden Talk & Sale

Decoding the Book: Printing and the
Birth of Secrecy

The Power of Soil
to Create Healthy Communities

Jan. 24 (Wednesday) 7:30 p.m.
Bill Sherman, director of the Warburg
Institute in London, delivers the inaugural
annual lecture honoring David Zeidberg,
recently retired Avery Director of the Library.
In his presentation, Sherman traces the
modern field of cryptography back to the
Renaissance and asks what role the invention
of printing played in the keeping of secrets. Free;
no reservations required. Rothenberg Hall r

Feb. 8 (Thursday) 2:30 p.m.
Experts warn that the world’s
topsoil is running out. Soil
erosion and degradation are
progressing at an alarming
rate, contributing to climate
change, pollution, and rising
rates of chronic illness. Soil
scientist Lynn Fang, a
compost master with the
urban farming initiative
Sarvodaya Farms, will discuss
the principles of soil health, its connection
to human health and climate change, and
how we can regenerate our soils and heal
our world. Free; no reservations required.
Ahmanson Room, Brody Botanical Center

Botany Bay Series

Plant Science for Gardeners and
Citizen Scientists
Jan. 25 & Feb. 22 (Thursdays) 4:30–5:30 p.m.
Join Jim Folsom, the Telleen/Jorgensen
Director of the Botanical Gardens, for an
exploration of the wonders of the plant world
through discussion and hands-on lab time.
Attend one session, or participate every
month. Free; no reservations required.
Auditorium, Brody Botanical Center
Ranch Clinic

Container Gardening
Jan. 27 (Saturday) 9–10 a.m.
Learn how to maximize your garden space
by using containers to grow vegetables,
herbs, fruits, flowers, and ornamental trees.
In this one-hour clinic, Master Gardener
Yvonne Savio will offer guidelines on
selecting the right type and size of container
for various plants, with tips on soil mixes,
watering, sun exposure, and more. Free; no
reservations required. Ahmanson Room,
Brody Botanical Center

ons

Live Free or Die
Jan. 27 (Saturday) 2 p.m.
Artists Soyoung Shin and Juliana Wisdom, two
of the seven artists whose work is featured
in the current exhibition “COLLECTION/S,”
will discuss the influence of 18th-century
French history and decorative arts on their
work. The discussion is moderated by Jenny
Watts, curator of photography and visual
culture at The Huntington, and Catherine
Hess, chief curator of European art. Free; no
reservations required. Rothenberg Hall
Wark Lecture

Louis C. Tiffany’s Glass Mosaics
Feb. 1 (Thursday) 7:30 p.m.
In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Louis
Comfort Tiffany directed an artistic empire
in the design and creation of stained glass
windows and lamps, blown glass vases, and
other objects of luxury. But his innovations
in glass mosaics represented perhaps his
most expressive mastery of the medium.
Kelly Conway, curator of American glass at
the Corning Museum of Glass in Corning,
New York, discusses this understudied
aspect of Tiffany’s virtuosity. Free; no
reservations required. Rothenberg Hall
Panel Discussion (at LACMA)

Reconsidering the Spanish Colonial
Revival in California

he
uired.

the
wly

Exhibition Talk

Star Chefs Series

Demystifying Dim Sum with
Chefs Susan Feniger and Kajsa Alger
Jan. 27 (Saturday)
Demonstration: 2–3:30 p.m.
Cocktails: 3:30–5 p.m.
Gain a new understanding of a quintessential part of Chinese food culture in a lively
cooking demonstration with chefs Susan
Feniger and Kajsa Alger of Blue Window and
The Huntington’s Freshwater Dumpling and
Noodle House. Guests will learn about the
history of yum cha, the traditional Cantonese
brunch of tea and dim sum, while sampling
a variety of dishes and even trying their hand
at dumpling folding. A meet-and-greet cocktail
reception with the chefs follows the program.
$150. Tickets: huntington-hospitality.com/
programs. Haaga Hall
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Feb. 5 (Monday) 7:30 p.m.
William Deverell, director of the HuntingtonUSC Institute on California and the West,
moderates a panel discussion on Spanish
Revival architecture and design, from its
forms and materials to inspirations and
consequences. The program is presented in
conjunction with the exhibition “Found in
Translation: Design in California and Mexico,
1915–1985,” on view at the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art as part of the Getty’s
Pacific Standard Time: LA/LA initiative. Free
with advance registration. Details: lacma.org.
Distinguished Fellow Lecture

Miraculous Things: The Culture of
Consumerism in the Renaissance
Feb. 7 (Wednesday) 7:30 p.m.
Martha Howell, professor of history at
Columbia University and the R. Stanton
Avery Distinguished Fellow, discusses the
meaning attached to goods—both humble
and luxurious—during the Renaissance. The
era is considered by many to be the first age
of commercial globalism. Free; no
reservations required. Rothenberg Hall r

Camellia Show and Sale
Feb. 10–11
Saturday: 1–5 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Hundreds of gorgeous blooms will compete
for top honors at The Huntington’s 46th
annual Camellia Show, co-sponsored by
the Southern California Camellia Society.
View the exhibits, shop for camellia plants
to grow at home, and get some expert tips
on care and cultivation. Make a day of it by
exploring acres of blooming camellias in
the gardens. General admission. Brody
Botanical Center
Chamber Music Concert

Camerata Pacifica
Feb. 13 (Tuesday) 7:30 p.m.
Baritone Andrew Garland joins the
ensemble to perform “Der Wanderer” and
other songs by Robert Schumann, in a
program that also includes works by
Hamilton Harty, Walter Rabl, Rebecca
Clarke, and Charles Martin Loeffler. $56.
Tickets and program details: cameratapacifica.org or 805-884-8410. Rothenberg Hall
Crotty Lecture

Civil Wars: A History in Ideas
Feb. 15 (Thursday) 7:30 p.m.
David Armitage, the Lloyd C. Blankfein
Professor of History at Harvard University,
puts contemporary conflicts from
Afghanistan to Syria into historical
perspective and asks why it matters
whether we call them “civil wars” instead
of insurgencies, rebellions, or even
revolutions. A book signing will follow the
program. Free; no reservations required.
Rothenberg Hall r
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Chinese New Year Festival
Feb. 17–18 (Saturday–Sunday) 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Celebrate the Lunar New Year at The
Huntington as the Year of the Dog begins.
The festivities will include lion dancers,
mask-changing performances, martial arts,
Chinese music, and more. General admission.

children under “Continuing Education” and
“Children & Families.”) Proceeds from the
event support the Golden State Bonsai
Collection at The Huntington. General
admission. Brody Botanical Center

Continuing Education
Painting with Nan Rae
Jan. 17 & Feb. 21 (Wednesdays) 11 a.m.–3 p.m.
Learn to create watercolors inspired by the
art of Chinese brush painting in this
monthly class led by artist Nan Rae.
Newcomers welcome. Each session: $50.
Registration: 818-842-6489.

Portraits in Watercolor

An Afternoon of Sichuan Opera

East Asian Garden Lecture Series
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The Introduction of Japanese Plants
into North America

6

Feb. 20 (Tuesday) 7:30 p.m.
Through the pioneering work of collectors
and nurserymen, many new species of
Japanese plants were introduced to the
American gardening public in the late 19th
century. Peter Del Tredici, senior research
scientist, emeritus, of the Arnold Arboretum
at Harvard University, will examine the
history behind these early introductions,
some of which had a profound impact on
both cultivated and wild landscapes across
America. Free; no reservations required.
Rothenberg Hall

Feb. 25 (Sunday) 2 p.m.
Chinese Sichuan opera (chuanju) ranks
among the world’s most unusual styles of
theater. Described by its practitioners as “hot
and spicy,” chuanju includes unique features
such as an off-stage chorus and the astonishing
bian lian face-changing act. Award-winning
artist Chen Qiaoru 陈巧茹 and fellow
performers from Chengdu welcome the
New Year with a rousing program of
excerpts from classic chuanju plays. Free;
advance reservations required. Tickets:
huntington.org/calendar. Rothenberg Hall

Jan. 19–March 9 (Fridays) 9 a.m.–noon
Artist Robert Sherrill leads an eight-part
series in watercolor portrait painting,
including fundamentals such as proportion
and anatomy, watercolor technique, and
how to capture character and personality.
Members: $275. Non-Members: $295.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

Pinot Noir Around the World
Jan. 24 (Wednesday) 5–7:30 p.m.
Join wine expert Brad Owen for an
educational exploration of the world of
Pinot Noir. Through in-depth lecture and
tasting, the class will focus on major areas
of production and how wine characteristics
can differ by region. Members: $90.
Non-Members: $105. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

Tai Chi Series
Jan. 6–Feb. 17 (Saturdays) 8:30–10 a.m.
Experience tai chi in the tranquil setting of
the gardens in this seven-part series led by
instructor Kathy Chyan, suitable for
beginners and intermediate students.
Members: $150. Non-Members: $175.
Registration: Huntington.org/calendar

Cheng Foundation Lecture

Chop Suey, USA: How Americans
Discovered Chinese Food
Feb. 22 (Thursday) 7:30 p.m.
Yong Chen, professor of history at the
University of California, Irvine, discusses
the historical forces that turned Chinese
food, a cuisine once widely rejected by
Americans, into one of the most popular
ethnic foods in the U.S. Free; no reservations required. Rothenberg Hall r

Bonsai-a-Thon
Feb. 24–25 (Saturday–Sunday) 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Southern California bonsai masters will
share their passion for the art form in this
annual event that includes exhibits,
demonstrations, prize drawings, a “bonsai
bazaar,” and a live auction at 3 p.m. each
day. (See related workshops for adults and

r

Founder’s Day Lecture

In Search of Blue Boy’s True Colors
Feb. 28 (Wednesday) 7 p.m.
Discover the scholarship and science behind
Project Blue Boy, The Huntington’s two-year
effort to conserve one of Western art’s
greatest masterpieces, with art historian
and journalist Kimberly Chrisman-Campbell.
Free; advance reservations required.
Reservations: huntington.org./calendar.
(Society of Fellows: see additional lecture
date on page 12.) Rothenberg Hall

Flower Arranging: Fire and Ice
Feb. 3 (Saturday) 10 a.m.–noon
Combine winter-white flowers with fiery reds
and frosty pinks to create an elegant “Fire
and Ice” arrangement in this floral design
workshop led by Casey Schwartz and Kit
Wertz of Flower Duet. Members: $85.
Non-Members: $100. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

S
 mall plates and beverages will be available in the Rose Hills Garden Court outside
Rothenberg Hall beginning at 6:30 p.m. before each lecture showing this symbol.
(The 1919 café will be closed.)

QUESTIONS? 626-405-2100
Calendar Jan/Feb_1.indd 8
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RY 2018 EVENTS (CONT.)
Children and Families
delicious recipes with chef Ernest Miller.
Ages 7 and up. (Fee includes one
accompanying adult.) Members: $30.
Non-Members: $40. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.
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Feb. 3 (Saturday) 1–2:30 p.m.
In this workshop presented by Flower
Duet, children can create floral designs
with a bold, modern flair, working with
Dendrobium orchids and a selection of
sculptural greenery. Ages 7 and up. (Fee
includes one accompanying adult.)
Members: $25. Non-Members: $35.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

Art Lecture Series

American Art in the 20th Century
Feb. 7, 14 & 21 (Wednesdays) 10 a.m.–noon
Join Roy Ritchie, Huntington senior
research associate, for a three-part lecture
series examining an era when American art
changed dramatically. Discussions will
include the fading of the great landscape
painting tradition of the 19th century, the
influence of the European art scene, and the
impact of the 1913 Armory show in New
York, which introduced modernism to
America. Members: $60. Non-Members:
$75. Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

Succulent Wreath Workshop
Feb. 17 (Saturday) 10 a.m.–noon
Create a stylish succulent wreath inspired by
the Desert Garden and learn how to make it
last throughout the year, in this hands-on
workshop presented by Flower Duet.
Members: $85. Non-Members: $100.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

The Wines of California
Feb. 21 (Wednesday) 5–7:30 p.m.
Wine expert Brad Owen leads a lecture and
tasting that explores California’s popular
and lesser known varietals. Special emphasis
will be put on the grapes that are identified
with California history, such as Zinfandel and
Petit Syrah. Members: $90. Non-Members:
$105. Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

Bonsai Workshop
Feb. 24 (Saturday) 9 a.m.–noon
Learn the ancient art of growing and
shaping miniature trees in this hands-on
workshop for adults, presented in
conjunction with the weekend’s Bonsai-aThon event. Each participant will receive a
small tree to grow and maintain at home.
Members: $35. Non-Members: $45.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

Drawing at The Huntington
Feb. 24–March 24 (Saturdays) 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
Artist Richard E. Scott will conduct five
drawing classes focusing on the art,
architecture, and gardens of The Huntington.
Whether you’re a beginner or a more
experienced artist, these classes will help
you hone your skills. Students can enroll in
individual classes or attend all five. Members:
$55/session. Non-Members: $65/session.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.
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Preschool Series

Portrait Play
Jan. 13, 20, 27 & Feb. 3 (Saturdays)
9:45–11:45 a.m.
Did you know that portraits can talk? In this
series, young gallery-goers will engage in
active role-play and art activities to explore
what portraits have to say—about life in the
past, personal identity, and how portraits
are made. Ages 3–5. (Fee includes one
accompanying adult.) Members: $85.
Non-Members: $95. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

Spines and Stitches:
Cactus Embroidery Workshop
Jan. 13 (Saturday) 1–4 p.m.
Artist Michelle Ohm leads a hands-on
embroidery workshop for teenagers,
inspired by the prickly plants in the Desert
Garden and by early American needlework
in the Fielding Collection. Ages 13 and up.
(Students can be dropped off for the class;
a parent or guardian can participate by
registering separately.) Members: $30.
Non-Members: $40. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

Dates: The Oldest Cultivated Fruit
Jan. 20 (Saturday) 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Dates have been a favorite fruit for nearly
10,000 years, with a rich cultural history
that extends to many parts of the world—
including the farmland of California’s
Coachella Valley. Explore the delicious world
of dates and create some tasty recipes,
including frosty date shakes, in this culinary
workshop with chef Ernest Miller. Ages 7
and up. (Fee includes one accompanying
adult). Members: $30. Non-Members: $40.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

A Celebration of Carrots
Feb. 3 (Saturday) 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Learn the myths and legends, facts and
science behind everyone’s favorite taproot—
the carrot—while cooking up some

Cactus Cupcakes
Feb. 10 (Saturday) 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
These “desert desserts” really take the
cake! Explore the Desert Garden to learn
all about the characteristics of cacti and
other succulents, then head to the kitchen
to make whimsically delicious cactus
cupcakes with baker/designer Alana
Jones-Mann. Ages 7 and up. (Fee includes
one accompanying adult.) Members: $35.
Non-Members: $45. Registration:
huntington.org/calendar.

Chinese Brush Painting:
The Year of the Dog
Feb. 17 (Saturday) 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Celebrate the Year of the Dog as the Lunar
New Year begins by learning how to paint
puppies and pooches using the art of
Chinese brush painting. Artist Peifang
Liang leads this creative workshop. Ages 7
and up. (Fee includes one accompanying
adult.) Members: $15. Non-Members: $25.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.

Bonsai Builders
February 24 (Saturday) 9–11:30 a.m.
Join the fun of this weekend’s Bonsai-aThon event by taking a hands-on
workshop with the pros. Each child will
take home a miniature bonsai tree to grow
and enjoy for years to come. Ages 7 and
up. (Fee includes one accompanying
adult.) Members: $25. Non-Members: $35.
Registration: huntington.org/calendar.
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President’s Message

SEEDING THE FUTURE
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s I write this, the year is coming to an end,
providing that age-old opportunity to reflect on
what has been accomplished and to consider the
year ahead. The past 12 months have been a whirlwind,
with an extraordinary number and range of exhibitions—
quite literally something for everyone. Tiffany Favrile
glass; the Reformation reconsidered; Abstract artist
Frederick Hammersley; and our very ambitious and
comprehensive “Visual Voyages” show are but a subset
of the long list of exhibitions that opened in the fall.
Most of them continue into the new year, although
several end Jan. 8, so I encourage you to come and see
them before they close. Of course, we could not have
done any of this without the support of donors,
volunteers, our incredibly capable staff, and particularly
our Members. The Huntington’s membership today
comprises some 41,000 households, and we continue to
hit our highest levels ever, with increasing engagement
and participation. I am grateful on all fronts, and I
thank you for believing in the value of this institution
and its mission.
Very early in the new year—on Jan. 2, in fact—we
welcome Sandra Brooke as the new Avery Director of the
Library. She succeeds David Zeidberg, who has held the
position for the last 21 years. With Sandy comes some
additional good news: In honor of David’s retirement,
more than 40 donors joined together to make a gift of
over $1 million to create a Library acquisition fund.
David had always felt that the shortage of funds has
hampered our ability to make strategic purchases that
would expand and deepen the library collections and,
by extension, the scholarly research that the collections
inspire. I especially wish to thank Janet and Alan Stanford
for their generous lead gift for this effort. Also in David’s
honor, we have raised additional funds to improve the
salaries of Library staff, thanks to generous gifts from
Heather and Paul Haaga, Claudia Huntington and
Marshall Miller, and Wendy Munger and Leonard
Gumport. We know that our Library salaries have
historically lagged below prevailing norms and believe
that this new funding will enable Sandy and her
colleagues to recruit and retain high-quality staff.

Additionally, Scott Jordan generously endowed an
annual David Zeidberg Lecture in the History of the
Book—a particularly relevant theme, since David’s own
scholarly background is in the history of printing. The
inaugural Zeidberg Lecture will be delivered on Jan. 24
by Bill Sherman, director of London’s Warburg Institute.
(See the event listing on page 5.)
The year to come will bring further changes.
A search for a new director of the Art Collections is
underway, and a new director of Education will also
be recruited. And, most critically, a search is now in
progress which will lead in the coming months to the
appointment of a new president.
Even given this level of transition, The Huntington
forges ahead.
An exciting example of how the institution is
thriving is the current exhibition “COLLECTION/S:
WCCW/five at The Huntington,” on view through Feb. 12
in the Scott Galleries. It speaks directly to the impact and
relevance of our diverse holdings. The installation
showcases the work of seven emerging artists who have
created new work in response to our library, art, and
botanical collections. The exhibition is part of The
Huntington’s contemporary arts initiative, /five, in
which the institution collaborates with five different
organizations over five years. This year’s partnership
was with the Los Angeles-based Women’s Center for
Creative Work.
I invite you to visit the /five exhibition and consider
how interpretive work of this kind emphasizes the relevance
of The Huntington’s collections to critical issues that face
us today, from environmental concerns to matters of
diversity and inclusion. The creativity at play in this
initiative is both wide-ranging and fearless, and it is a
testimony to how The Huntington’s historical holdings
continue to inform us in modern society, shedding light on
where we have been, where we are now, and where we may
be headed. /five shows how The Huntington’s collections
help us understand ourselves in time. And all that seems
even more appropriate as we consider this past year and
venture boldly into the new one.
Steve Hindle, Interim President
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AN ARTIST’S LIFE HONORED

A

Self-portrait of artist Duncan Gleason at age 20 (1901). An endowed fellowship fund in
Gleason’s honor will support maritime history research, reflecting his own passion for
the sea. Courtesy of the Gleason Estate.

“The Duncan Gleason Fellowship joins a broader
research program that funds some 25 long-term and 150
short-term fellowships each year,” said Interim President
Steve Hindle. “We’re enormously grateful to the Grossman
family for their generous gift, which directly supports
the research program that is so central to the mission of
this institution.”
For information on how to make a gift to support research at
The Huntington, contact Cris Lutz at clutz@huntington.org
or call 626-405-2212.

FAL L/W INT

HUNTINGTON FRONTIERS ONLINE
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Stay connected with the rich intellectual life of The Huntington with our
semiannual magazine, Huntington Frontiers—now available online. Through
compelling features and news stories, the magazine highlights the work of
Huntington researchers, curators, educators, and others across a range of
disciplines. Look for it at huntington.org/frontiers.

WELCOME
IN THE WO

The Hunting
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n artist’s love of the sea inspired a family’s recent
gift to endow a research fund in his name. The
Duncan Gleason Fellowship in California Maritime
History was established by the Donald and Eleanor
Grossman Family to honor the noted California painter
whose work reflected a passion for the sea and the romance
of square-rigged sailing ships. The annual short-term
fellowship will support the work of scholars conducting
research in the Library’s extensive maritime holdings.
“This is our family’s tribute to a very special man,
whose paintings and writings captured a colorful part
of American history,” said Eleanor Grossman, Gleason’s
daughter. “We appreciate The Huntington’s assistance in
making further research in maritime history possible
through a fellowship in his name.”
Duncan Gleason (1881–1959) was born in Los
Angeles to a family with a seafaring past. His grandfather,
James H. Gleason, left home at age 17, sailing aboard
the California out of Plymouth, Mass., bound for Oahu
in the Sandwich Islands—a five-month voyage around
Cape Horn to present-day Hawaii. He later settled in
Monterey, in what was then known as Alta California.
Letters and other documents related to the elder
Gleason’s life in early California were donated to The
Huntington by the family in 1992.
Gleason’s own love of the sea was linked, almost
from the start, with his talent for art. A favorite childhood
activity was sketching the boats at San Pedro Harbor. After
completing his formal art education, Gleason became well
known for his work as an illustrator, often creating art to
accompany articles about maritime history. His first solo
exhibition of fine art, in 1916, also had a marine theme, and
in 1922 he published his book Windjammers, illustrated
with etchings of square-riggers. Hollywood came calling
in the 1920s and 30s, and Gleason worked as a set artist
on numerous films, including Cecil B. DeMille’s Yankee
Clipper (1927) and Warner Bros.’ Captain Blood (1935).
His later paintings were known for their vivid plein air
style. Throughout Gleason’s life, the coastlines, islands,
ports, and rich maritime history of California served as a
muse for his art.
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ANTIQUARIAN BOOK FAIR
COMES TO PASADENA FEB. 9–11
Preview event benefits The Huntington
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T

he 51st California International Antiquarian Book Fair is coming
to the Pasadena Convention Center Feb. 9–11. This year’s event
celebrates the 200th anniversary of the publication of Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein. More than 200 international booksellers and specialty dealers
will showcase everything from Medieval manuscripts to 20th-century first
editions, plus prints, posters, maps, illustrations, autographs, children’s
books, photographs, and much more.
A special preview event opens the show on Friday, Feb. 9, from 3 to 8
p.m. Tickets for the preview are $25 (good for reentry throughout the fair),
with proceeds benefiting The Huntington. Friday preview tickets also
entitle each holder to one complimentary entry to The Huntington, valid
throughout the month of February. Weekend tickets to the book fair are
$15 on Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 10–11, and include free entry to The
Huntington during the weekend of the fair.
The book fair is sponsored by the Antiquarian Booksellers’ Association of
America. For additional information, visit CABookFair.com.
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in bloom
Many public gardens around the world
are blanketed with snow in January and
February, but in Southern California, the
season is perfect for viewing winter flowers
under sunny skies. Thousands of aloes are
ablaze with color in the Desert Garden
now, making it an ideal time for a stroll
through that historic landscape. Flowering
plum, apricot, and peach trees are bursting
into bloom in the Japanese and Chinese
gardens. (Look for the magnificent ‘Pink
Cloud’ cherries to follow in March). And
Asian magnolias are getting their photos
snapped by ardent admirers in a number
of locations throughout the grounds. It’s
also a particularly good time to enjoy the
camellias, which are reaching the peak of
their display. The Huntington’s internationally acclaimed camellia collection includes
nearly 80 species and some 1,200 cultivated
varieties. Look for them in the North Vista,
Japanese Garden, and Chinese Garden
areas. And don’t miss the Annual Camellia
Show and Sale on Feb. 10–11. See details
on page 5.
Pictured, clockwise from upper left: Magnolia ‘Butterflies’, Aloe ‘Tangerine’, flowering peach trees, Camellia japonica
‘Happy Harlequin’, (inset) Camellia x williamsii ‘Brigadoon’.
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$2 MILLION RAISED
IN HONOR OF DAVID ZEIDBERG

D

HONORING THE WOMEN’S COMMITTEE

F

A partial group portrait of former Women’s Committee members. Back row (l-r): Harriet Plunkett,
Mikie Marsh, Peggy Galbraith, June Banta, Anne Blomstrom, Georgianna Erskine, Jakie Engs,
Herrad Marrs, Marguerite Hennacy, Kay Onderdonk, and Janet Marangi. Front row: Betty
Medearis, Pat Moreland, Nancy Burrows, Nancy Johnson, and Betsey Tyler.
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or nearly five decades, the Women’s
Committee played a vital role at The
Huntington, helping to welcome new
audiences at an ever-growing number of public
programs and special events. The committee was
active from 1969 to 2014; although it has since
been disbanded, many of its members are still
involved with the institution in other capacities.
Forty former members of the Women’s Committee
gathered in November for the unveiling of a plaque
in the foyer of Rothenberg Hall commemorating
the volunteer efforts of the more than 100
members who served as gracious ambassadors
throughout the years. Interim President Steve
Hindle recognized all those present (some of whom
posed for a group photo) for their dedication to
making The Huntington and its programs more
accessible to a wider community.
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avid Zeidberg, outgoing Avery Director of the Library (shown above at left, with Alan and Janet Stanford) was
honored on the occasion of his retirement last year with the creation of an acquisition fund in his name. The
Stanfords, as lead donors, were joined by 40 other contributors who gave a total of more than $1 million
for the purchase of new items to expand the library collections. An additional fund in Zeidberg’s honor, designated
for the improvement of Library staff salaries over a five-year term, was established by Heather and Paul Haaga,
Claudia Huntington and Marshall Miller, and Wendy Munger and Leonard Gumport. To add to the moment,
Scott Jordan generously endowed an annual David Zeidberg Lecture in the History of the Book. The inaugural
Zeidberg Lecture will be held on Jan. 24; see page 5 for details.

11

12/8/17 11:52 AM

LOVE IS
IN THE AIR
Oscar Wilde Bent Glass
Decoupage Tray

Open Wed.–Mon., 10 a.m.–5 p.m. | theHuntingtonStore.org

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
There are some terrific Huntington lectures and conferences planned for 2018. But last year’s
offerings are still available, too: audio of most lectures—and video of selected programs—is
archived online. Among the popular presentations in 2017 was a talk by Jed Perl, author of
Calder: The Conquest of Time, his groundbreaking biography of American sculptor Alexander
Calder. Find it, along with other fascinating content, at huntington.org/channel.
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UPCOMING
FELLOWS’ EVENTS
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3Tu Series
Monthly behind-the-scenes tours
Jan. 16 (Tuesday) 4 p.m.
Phillip Bloom: The Poetry of the
Chinese Garden

Fellows’ Winter Seminar

MAKE A RESOLUTION

Feb. 6 (Tuesday) 6:30 p.m.
David O’Shaughnessy, Trinity
College Dublin, “Addicted to
Vice: Representing the Irish on
London’s 18th-Century Stage”

3Tu Series
It’s a brand-new year, and with it comes an exciting new schedule of exclusive
events for the Society of Fellows—from the popular Treasures of The Huntington presentation (date TBA), featuring a private viewing of rare works from the
vaults, to intellectually stimulating evenings with scholars and behind-thescenes tours with curators. Make a resolution to join the Fellows today and
become a part of this remarkable philanthropic community, defined by annual
giving levels beginning at $2,500. For information, contact Pamela Hearn,
director of the Society of Fellows, at 626-405-2264 or phearn@huntington.org.

Feb. 20 (Tuesday) 4 p.m.
Gary Roberson: The Cycad
Collection, Then and Now

Fellows’ Founder’s Day
Lecture
Feb. 27 (Tuesday) 7 p.m.
Kimberly Chrisman-Campbell, “In
Search of Blue Boy’s True Colors”
See Fellows’ Newsletter for details.
Invitations to follow
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CELEBRATING THE
YEAR OF THE DOG

J

oin the fun as we welcome the Year of the Dog at
The Huntington’s annual Chinese New Year
Festival, Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 17–18,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Families can enjoy
crowd-pleasing lion dancers, amazing performances
from a mask-changing artist, plus choreographed
martial arts demonstrations, Chinese music and
dance, calligraphy demonstrations, children’s
activities, and much more. The festivities will take
place in and around the Chinese Garden and other
performance spaces. All activities are included with
general admission. (Free for Members.)

ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
Makes a perfect gift, too!
There are so many reasons to love The Huntington. With
unlimited free admission, Membership is the perfect way to
experience The Huntington all year round.

YES! I want to join The Huntington
New

Renewal/Account No.

Sustaining

$159

Supporting

Contributor

$249

Patron

Affiliate

$350

Benefactor

$500
$750
$1,500

Choose the Membership level that is right for you:

For a complete list of levels and benefits, or to join online, visit huntington.org/membership or call 626-405-2124

Sustaining $159

Payment Options:

Free admission for two adults and your children and
grandchildren (18 years of age and under), plus discounts in
the Huntington Store and a full calendar of annual events.

Contributor $249 – Get more out of your Membership!
All Sustaining level benefits, plus two guest passes (a $58
value), early weekend entry to the gardens (8 a.m. Sat.–Sun.),
Members’ Summer Evenings, and more.

Affiliate $350 – Bring a friend for free

Check (payable to The Huntington)

Visa

Acct. no:

MasterCard

American Express

Exp. date:

Billing zip:

Signature:
Mr.

Ms.

Miss

Mrs.

Mr. & Mrs.

Other

Name (as it will appear on Membership card):
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All Contributor level benefits, with the added bonus of free
entry for a third adult on every visit, quarterly events and
programs, and discounts in the café and coffee shop.

Second cardholder’s name:
Address:

Apt. #

Supporting $500 – Enjoy greater access, special programming

City:

State:

All Affiliate level benefits, plus early entry to the gardens
(8 a.m. Wed.–Mon.), free entry for four adults on every visit,
invitations to Discovery Programs, and more.
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Office phone:
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East West Bank is the sole corporate sponsor of The Huntington’s
Chinese New Year event. Additional funding provided by The
Justin Vajna Memorial Fund for Educational Programs in the
Chinese Garden.

Zip:

Home phone:

Email address:
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1151 Oxford Road
San Marino, California 91108
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January/February 2018
• Camellia-related archive of noted authority Ralph S. Peer has been acquired
• George Stubbs’ Zebra visits the Huntington Art Gallery, Feb. 3–April 30
• $2 million raised for the Library in honor of David Zeidberg
• Chinese New Year Festival coming up Feb. 17–18
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