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November/December 2014
•   “Bruce Davidson/Paul Caponigro: Two American Photographers

in Britain and Ireland” opens Nov. 8
•   Duncan Campbell joins the staff as curator of the Chinese Garden
•   Holiday events for Members will be offered in December
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T
he contrasting styles of acclaimed American photogra phers
Paul Caponigro (b. 1932) and Bruce Davidson (b. 1933) 
are showcased at The Huntington this fall in an exhibition
jointly organized with the Yale Center for British Art,

where it concluded a successful run over the summer.
“Bruce Davidson/Paul Caponigro: Two American

Photo graphers in Britain and Ireland” opens Nov. 8 in the
MaryLou and George Boone Gallery and continues through
March 9, 2015.

The exhibition features 140 works by the photo graphers
taken in England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales in the 1960s
and beyond. While Caponigro and Davidson were acquainted
with each other’s work, the two had never met prior to the
opening of the exhibition at Yale. Davidson is a photo journalist
and urban street photographer; Caponigro practices a pure,
formalist approach to landscape photo graphy. Both men are
devoted to black-and-white film and continue to make prints
by hand.

“Paul Caponigro and Bruce Davidson are two of the
most distinguished American photographers of their genera -
tion,” said Jennifer A. Watts, curator of photographs at The
Huntington, who organized the exhibition with Scott Wilcox
of the Yale Center for British Art. “This is the first exhibition
to pair these influential contemporaries who followed overlap -
ping yet distinct creative paths. Britain and Ireland are the
countries to which each man embarked on significant creative
journeys in the course of refining his art. It’s fitting to bring
these works to The Huntington, where we have one of the
strongest collections of British art and historical materials in
the country.”

A film featuring both photographers will be installed in
an adjacent room of the gallery (with a version posted online).
Titled “Still Looking,” the 16-minute piece by Huntington
filmmaker Kate Lain is a series of evocative moments with
Davidson and Caponigro, shot on location in 2014 in their
respective homes in New York City and Maine. 

Read more about the exhibition at huntington.org.
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Bruce Davidson,
London, 1960,

gelatin silver print,
13¼ × 9 in. Yale

Center for British
Art, gift of Henry S.

Hacker, Yale BA
1965, B2009.13.20.
©Bruce Davidson/

Magnum Photos.

This exhibition has been co-organized by
The Huntington and the Yale Center for
British Art and is made possible with
funding from Kelvin Davis and the
Ahmanson Foundation Exhibition and
Education Endowment.

CATALOG
“Bruce Davidson/Paul Caponigro: Two
American Photographers in Britain and
Ireland” is accompanied by a 220-page,
fully illustrated catalog with curatorial
essays. Published by Yale University
Press, it is available in the Huntington
Store and online at
thehuntingtonstore.org.

CURATOR TOUR
Jennifer Watts will lead a tour of the
exhibition on Dec. 11 at 4:30 p.m.
See registration details on page 5.

Bruce Davidson and Paul Caponigro
Two American Photographers in Britain and Ireland

Paul Caponigro, Running White Deer,
Wicklow, Ireland, 1967, gelatin silver

print,  7½ × 19⅛ in. ©Paul Caponigro.

Special Offer for Members

The Nutcracker

H
untington Members can take advantage
of a special 2-for-1 ticket offer to all of the
Los Angeles Ballet’s performances of The

Nutcracker this December. The offer is valid on
most tickets, excluding the $99 category. For
dates and venues , visit losangelesballet.org.

Tickets may be purchased by calling 310-998-7782. Please have your
Membership card ready and mention the code “HLM.”  Sorry, no refunds
or exchanges.

TELEPHONE: 626-405-2100

WEBSITE: huntington.org

ADMISSION:Members: Free. Non-Members 
adult rates: Weekdays $20. Weekends $23.
(See website for dis counted senior, group, and
children’s rates.) Admission is free to all
visitors on the first Thursday of each month
with advance tickets.

HOURS:Mon., Wed., Thurs., and Fri.: noon–
4:30 p.m. Sat. and Sun.: 10:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m.
Monday holidays: 10:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
SUMMER HOURS: (June–August)
10:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. daily, excluding Tues -
days. Closed Tuesdays and major holidays.

REFRESHMENTS: The Rose Garden Café 
serves light meals and beverages. Tea is served
in the Rose Garden Tea Room. For informa -
tion and reserva tions, call 626-683-8131.
Enjoy Chinese cuisine in the Garden 
of Flowing Fragance.

GIFT SHOP: The shop carries a variety of 
books, art and botanical prints, note  cards,
and gift items related to The Hunt ington’s
collec tions. Pur chases help finance the institu -
tion. For information, call 626-405-2142.

Lisa Blackburn, Editor/Photographer
Avelina E. Moeller, Designer
Thea M. Page, Contributing writer

Steven S. Koblik
President
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Director of Education
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Jorgensen Director of the Botanical Gardens
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W. M. Keck Foundation Director of Research
Coreen A. Rodgers
Anne and Jim Rothenberg Vice President
for Financial Affairs
Kevin Salatino
Hannah and Russel Kully Director
of the Art Collections
Randy Shulman
Vice President for Advancement
Laurie Sowd
Vice President for Operations
Susan Turner-Lowe
Vice President for Communications
David S. Zeidberg
Avery Director of the Library

General Information

Senior Staff

“Your Country Calls! Posters of the First World War”
Ends Nov. 3  | Library, West Hall

“Bruce Davidson/Paul Caponigro:
Two American Photographers in Britain and Ireland”
Opens Nov. 8 | MaryLou and George Boone Gallery

“Eccentric Visions: Drawings by Henry Fuseli, 
William Blake, and Their Contemporaries”
Opens Nov. 22 | Huntington Art Gallery, Second Floor

“Wrestling with Demons: Fantasy and Horror 
in European Prints and Drawings”
Through Dec. 15 | Huntington Art Gallery, Works on Paper Room

“Highlights of American Drawings and Watercolors from
The Huntington’s Art Collections”
Through Jan. 5 | Scott Galleries, Chandler Wing

On the cover, top: Bruce Davidson,Wales,1965, gelatin silver print, 8⅜ ×12½ in.
Yale Center for British Art, gift of Henry S. Hacker, Yale BA 1965, B2009.13.20.
©Bruce Davidson/Magnum Photos. Bottom: Paul Caponigro, Stonehenge,
Wiltshire, England, 1977, gelatin silver print, 13⅝ × 19 in. ©Paul Caponigro.
Back cover: Winter blooming poinsettias (Euphorbia pulcherrima).

Follow us!
Find links to Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, YouTube,

Instagram, Vimeo, Flickr, and the Verso blog at
huntington.org.  

exhibitions

Shop online or in the store for unique 
holiday gifts. You'll find a wonder-
fully varied selection inspired by the Art,
Library, and Botanical collections  (and don't
forget how much you'll save with your Mem -
bers’ discount). Come see what we've got in
store for the holidays!  Visit us at
thehuntingtonstore.org.

the HUNTINGTON STORE
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T
his fall, The Hunt -
ing ton welcomed
Duncan M. Camp -
bell, former pro -

fessor of Chinese
studies at the Aus -
tralian National Uni -
versity in Canberra, as
our new June and
Simon K.C. Li
Director of the Center
for East Asian Garden
Studies and Curator of
the Chinese Garden.
Campbell takes the
helm from the gar den’s
founding curator, June
Li, who stepped down last July after a decade at
The Hunting ton. Li and her husband, Simon,
who is a Hunting ton Overseer, have very
generously endowed the new center’s directorship
and the curatorial position; she will continue on
as curator emerita in program development and in
curating exhibitions.
         Campbell is a native of New Zealand who
has spent substantial time in China and speaks
Mandarin fluently. His research interests include
Chinese literary and material culture of the late
imperial period (1500–1900) with a special
emphasis on the history of the traditional Chinese
garden and the library within the garden during

that time. He has
deep expertise in
translating classical
Chinese into English.

“Duncan comes
on at a very auspi -
cious time,” said Jim
Fol som, the Telleen/
Jorgensen Director of
the Botanical Gar -
dens. “As The Hunt -
ington expands its
existing Chinese pro -
gramming into a full-
fledged center for the
study of East Asian
gardens, his expertise

will be essential in directing and developing an
ongoing series of lectures, musical pro grams,
research conferences, and other cultural events.”
The Huntington has for years hosted a variety of
such programs under June Li's direction, focusing
on East Asian garden traditions. Camp bell him -
self was a guest speaker in 2009, present ing at a
conference on “Poetry and Textual Memory in
the Chinese Garden.” The formal establishment
of a Center for East Asian Garden Studies puts in
place a structure that could lead to research
fellowships, international exchanges, and other
expanded opportunities.
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New Chinese Garden Curator Joins Staff
Duncan Campbell will also direct the Center for East Asian Garden Studies

Campbell to Lecture on “Book Rituals”
On Tuesday, Nov. 18, at 7:30 p.m., Duncan Campbell will
deliver his inaugural lecture as the June and Simon K. C. Li
Director of the Center for East Asian Garden Studies and
Curator of the Chinese Garden. “Book Rituals: Book Collecting
in China During an Age of Great Prosperity” is open to the
public and admission is free. See details on page 4.
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Using Water Wisely

A
s one of the world’s premier botanical
gardens, The Huntington is home to
thousands of species of plants, all of which
demand water to survive. But with

California’s ongoing drought, the need to
conserve water is a matter of highest priority for
us all. Huntington staff have been working
diligently for several years to reduce water
consumption and improve efficiency. Here are
some of the ways we're doing that.

Increased Efficiency
We’ve partnered with experts in the field of
irrigation science to redesign existing irrigation
systems to reduce waste. In all new installations
we are moving to the use of low-flow heads and
nozzles and setting irrigation run times based on
factors such as plant type, soil type, slope, and
exposure to sunlight. And we are working to
retrofit each garden, replacing older systems with
new water-saving technology. 

Automated Irrigation 
Where automated sprinkling systems are in
place, watering is done in the middle of the night
to reduce evaporation losses. However, some
areas of the gardens have not yet been updated,
so gardeners move spray heads on hoses into
various areas or water plants by hand. In this
case, they’re able to check regularly to visually
determine when plants need water. Meanwhile,
the process of automation is ongoing. 

Reduced Groundwater Use
Most of the irrigation water at The Huntington
comes from the Raymond Basin; the institution
holds groundwater rights to a small percentage
of water in that aquifer. In conjunction with the
other Raymond Basin groundwater users, we’ve
been reducing the amount we draw from the
aquifer in an effort to help raise groundwater
levels. Doing so causes us to be even more
efficient with water and to plan for a
future with less available water.

Reduced Lawn
Our lawn areas are another focal point for water
savings. We know grass plays an important role
in making the gardens comfortable; it has a
major cooling effect. While we are working to
maintain the lawns that people actively use, we
are reducing ones that are not as significant. We
also know that some of the lawns are important
as signature features of this historic estate.
Preserving the integrity of those vistas, while
reducing the amount of lawn we care for, is part
of our longer-term plan.

Drought-Tolerant Plantings
We’ve made it a priority to use drought-tolerant
plants for landscaping around new installations.
A number of new areas, including the 6.5 acres
of gardens around the Steven S. Koblik Educa -
tion and Visitor Center, opening next year, have
been designed to feature California natives and
dry-climate plants. Moreover, one of The Hunt -
ing ton’s oldest and most distinguished gardens
showcases thousands of species of desert cacti
and succulents.

With these water-saving measures in mind, we
also want to keep front and center the nature of
the place. The Huntington is a steward of
historically significant and botanically important
biodiversity. It is fundamental to our mission, to
who we are and what we do, to grow, display,
and preserve many different types of plants.



Second Thursday Garden Talk & Sale
Infrared Photography: 
A New Realm in Seeing
Dec. 11 (Thursday) 2:30 p.m.
Infrared light is invisible to the eye, but when
revealed through the use of a specially
equipped camera, the resulting images can
be spectacular.  Photographer Keith Skelton
discusses the technique and shares some of
his own photographs taken in the gardens. 
A plant sale follows the program.  Free.
Ahmanson Room, Brody Botanical Center

Conference
Vesalius and His Worlds: Medical
Illustration During the Renaissance

Dec. 12–13
(Friday–Saturday) 
8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.
In celebration of the
500th anniversary of the
birth of Andreas Vesalius,
the 16th-century physi -
cian who revolutionized
the study of anatomy, this
conference explores the
chang ing concepts of the

human body in illustrated medical treatises of
the Renais sance. $25. Registration:
researchconference@huntington.org or 
626-405-3432.  Ahmanson Room, Brody
Botanical Center

25th Anniversary
Viewing Stones Show
Dec. 26–Jan. 2  (Closed Jan. 1) 
10:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
The California Aiseki Kai presents its 25th
annual show featuring more than 100 out -
standing examples of suiseki and other view -
ing stones. Practiced in Asia for centuries and
gaining popularity around the world, the art
of viewing stones invites contemplation of
the subtle, often fanciful forms that have
been shaped by nature, the elements, and
time. General admission.  Brody Botanical
Center
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QUESTIONS?  626-405-2100

Botanical Watercolors: 
Carnivorous Plants
Nov. 1, 8 & 15  (Saturdays)  9 a.m.–3 p.m.
Explore the unusual world of sarracenias,
nepenthes, sundews, and other carnivorous
plants while honing your botanical illustration
skills in this class taught by botanical artist Lisa
Pompelli.  Prior drawing experience recom -
mended.  Members: $245.  Non-Members:
$275. Registration: brownpapertickets.com or
800-838-3006.

Taste of Art: Pubs and Taverns
Nov. 8  (Saturday)  9 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Prepare a hearty pub-style meal—complete
with a pint of beer—and explore the special
exhibition “Bruce Davidson/Paul Caponigro:
Two American Photographers in Britain and
Ireland” in this class led by chef and art
educator Maite Gomez-Rejón.  Members: $85.
Non-Members: $100.  Registration:
brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.

Fall Flowers with Succulents
Nov. 8  (Saturday)  10 a.m.–noon
Combine autumn-hued cymbidiums and other
premium flowers with long-lasting succulents,
accenting them with touches of gold, in a floral
design workshop presented by Flower Duet.
Members: $85.  Non-Members: $100.  Registra -
tion:  brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.

California Cabernet Sauvignon
Nov. 12  (Wednesday)  5–7:30 p.m.
Wine expert Brad Owen leads an in-depth
discussion of Cabernet Sauvignon wines.
Participants will sample California Cabs from
Napa Valley, Sonoma County, Paso Robles, the
Sierra Foothills, and the Santa Ynez Valley.
Members: $90. Non-Members: $105. Registra -
tion: brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.

Curator Spotlight Tour:
Birds of America
Nov. 13  (Thursday)
11:15 a.m.
Not quite sure what a 
“double-elephant 
folio” is?  Learn 
the answer 
(and a lot more) as Dan Lewis, Dibner Senior
Curator of the History of Science, leads a 30-
minute “spotlight tour” focusing on John
James Audubon’s magnifi cent Birds of America.
Members: $10.  Non-Members: $15.  Registra -
tion: brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.

Painting with Nan Rae
Nov. 19 & Dec. 17  (Wednesdays)
11 a.m.–3 p.m.
Artist Nan Rae continues her popular water -
color classes inspired by the art of Chinese
brush painting. Each session: $50. 
Registration: 818-842-6489.

Curator Tour: 
Bruce Davidson/Paul Caponigro
Dec. 11 (Thursday) 4:30 p.m.
Join curator Jennifer Watts for a private tour
of the exhibition “Bruce Davidson/Paul
Caponigro: Two American Photographers in
Britain and Ireland.”  Members: $15.  Non-
Members: $20.  Registration:
brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.

Evergreen Wreaths with 
Fresh Flowers
Dec. 13 (Saturday) 10 a.m.–noon

Learn two ways to create distinctive holiday
wreaths:  by creating one from scratch and by
deconstructing a ready-made wreath and
embellishing it with ornaments, fresh flowers,
berries, and branches.  Members: $85.  Non-
Members: $100.  Registration:
brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.

Taste of Art: Fabulous Feasts
Dec. 14 (Sunday) 9 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Celebrate the holiday season by exploring art
objects related to festive meals, then prepare
and enjoy a feast complete with decadent
desserts.  Maite Gomez-Rejón of ArtBites
leads this morning workshop.  Members: $85.
Non-Members: $100.  Registration:
brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.

Champagne and Sparkling Wines
Dec. 17 (Wednesday) 5–7:30 p.m.
Sparkling wines are often reserved for
special celebrations, yet their delicate flavor
makes them some of the most versatile
wines to accompany food at any time of
year. Join Brad Owen from The Art Institute
of California for an in-depth lecture and
tasting. Members: $90. Non-Members: $105.
Registration: brownpapertickets.com or 
800-838-3006.

Continuing Education

ALL MEMBERS
Exhibition Preview
“Bruce Davidson/Paul Caponigro:
Two American Photographers
in Britain and Ireland”
Nov. 7  (Friday)  noon–4:30 p.m.
Enjoy an afternoon preview of this travel -
ing exhibition organized by The Hunting -
ton and the Yale Center for British Art.
Invitation to follow.

Champagne & Shopping
Dec. 2  (Tuesday)  1–7 p.m.
Shop for distinctive gifts and enjoy
unique trunk shows while sipping a glass
of sparkling wine. Stroll in the gardens
until 4:30 p.m.  Invitation to follow.
(Details on page 13.)

Santa Days
Dec. 6 & 7  (Saturday & Sunday) 
10:30 a.m.–4 p.m.
Bring your camera and take a holiday
photo with Santa. Puppeteers from the
Bob Baker Marionettes will add to the
holiday fun.

CONTRIBUTOR LEVEL AND ABOVE
Members’ Orientation
Nov. 22  (Saturday)  9 a.m.
Enjoy a special tour, just for Members, and
learn how Henry and Arabella Hunt ington
turned their San Marino Ranch into a
cultural landmark. Reservations: 626-405-
2124 or membership@huntington.org.

Photos with Santa
Dec. 5  (Friday)  noon–4 p.m.
Santa will make a special early appear -
ance just for Upper Level Members.  Bring
your camera and enjoy holiday refresh -
ments and performances by the Bob
Baker Marionettes.

AFFILIATE LEVEL AND ABOVE
Evening Preview and Reception
“Bruce Davidson/Paul Caponigro:
Two American Photographers
in Britain and Ireland”
Nov. 7  (Friday)  5:30–8 p.m.
Preview the exhibition that pairs the work
of two of the most distinguished photo -
graphers of their generation.  Reception
includes music and a cash bar. Invitation to
follow.

For questions regarding your Member -
ship, please call 626-405-2124 or visit
huntington.org.
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N O V E M B E R  –  D E C E M B E R
Public ProgramsFor Our Members

Music in the Chinese Garden
Wednesdays,  1–3 p.m.
Enjoy traditional Chinese music every 
Wed nesday afternoon in the Garden of
Flowing Fragrance.  General admission.
(Cancelled in the event of rain.)

Ecosystem-Based Gardening Series
Propagating California Native
and Drought-Tolerant Plants
Nov. 8  (Saturday)  9 a.m.–noon
Learn vegetative propagation skills with
Madena Asbell and Tim Becker of the

Theodore Payne Foundation.  The workshop
for advanced gardeners, held in The Hunting -
ton’s Ranch Garden, focuses on how to start
various native and water-wise plants from
cuttings. $45.  Registration:
brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.

Japanese Teahouse Tours
Nov. 10 & Dec. 8  (Mondays)  12:30–4 p.m.
Take a peek inside the Japanese Garden’s
ceremonial teahouse and learn the traditions
behind its use.  Informal tours are offered at
hourly intervals on the second Monday of
every month.  General admission.

Billington Lecture
A Misplaced Massacre: Struggling
Over the Memory of Sand Creek
Nov. 11  (Tuesday)  7:30 p.m.
On the eve of the sesquicentennial of the
Sand Creek Massacre, Ari Kelman, who won
the Bancroft Prize for his book A Misplaced
Massacre, discusses the politics of memory
surrounding one of the most notorious
episodes of violence in the history of the
American West. A book signing follows
the lecture. Free. Reservations:
brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.
Ahmanson Room, Brody Botanical Center

Second Thursday Garden Talk & Sale
Algal Dynamics in Garden Ponds
Nov. 13  (Thursday)  2:30 p.m.
What causes an “algal bloom,” the accumu -
lation of algae that can turn a body of water
bright green? Marine biologist Erica Seubert,

who studied a bloom in the Chinese Garden
lake in 2011, discusses algal dynamics and
shares the results of her investigation. 
A plant sale follows the talk. Free.
Ahmanson Room, Brody Botanical Center

Conference
Markets, Law, and Ethics,
1300–1832
Nov. 14–15  (Friday–Saturday) 
8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.
Leading historians with expertise in a range
of contexts will explore the nature, signifi -
cance, and dynamics of market practices 
and institutions from the 14th to the
19th century. $25.  Registration:
researchconference@huntington.org or 
626-405-3432.  Ahmanson Room, Brody
Botanical Center

Ecosystem-Based Gardening Series
Native Seed-Starting Workshop
Nov. 15  (Saturday)  9 a.m.–noon 
Advanced gardeners can learn how to
propagate native plants from seeds in this
hands-on class led by Madena Asbell and
Genevieve Arnold of the Theodore Payne
Foundation.  The session covers basic seed
physiology, seed viability, germination cues
and pretreatments, sowing, and aftercare.
$45. Registration: brownpapertickets.com
or 800-838-3006.

Book Rituals: 
Book Collecting in China During
an Age of Great Prosperity
Nov. 18  (Tuesday)  7:30 p.m.
Duncan Campbell, The Huntington’s new
June and Simon K.C. Li Director of the Center
for East Asian Garden Studies and Curator of
the Chinese Garden, explores the life of
Suzhou bibliophile Huang Peilie (1765–
1825), one of the greatest book collectors of
the Qianlong and Jiaqing periods. Huang
devoted 30 years of his life to the acqui -
sition, copying, cataloguing, and collating
of ancient editions. Free; no reservations
required. Ahmanson Room, Brody Botanical
Center

Tropical Nursery Tours
Nov. 23  (Sunday)  1:30–3 p.m.
Go behind the scenes with Dylan Hannon,
curator of tropical collections, for a 
botanical nursery tour. $5*. Tickets:
brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.
Meet at the entrance to The Rose Hills Founda -
tion Conservatory for Botanical Science. 
*For non-Members, Huntington admission
is an additional required cost.
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Autumn Dyeing and Weaving 
Nov. 8  (Saturday)  9:30 a.m.–noon
Kids can make colorful dyes from plants and
weave some hand-tinted yarns in an Herb
Garden workshop with gardener Kelly
Fernandez. Ages 7–12. Fee includes one
accompanying adult.  Members: $25.  Non-
Members: $35.  Registration:
brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.

Family Drop-in Activities
Nov. 8  (Saturday)  11 a.m.–2 p.m
Enjoy hands-on fun inspired by art and
nature at activity stations in the Shakespeare
Garden, led by the crafty folks from the Art
Grist.  General admission.

Children’s Flower Arranging: 
Simple Succulents
Nov. 8  (Saturday)  1–2:30 p.m
Create a tabletop arrangement made with
succulent plants and fresh flowers in a
workshop with the designing duo from
Flower Duet. Ages 7–12.  Fee includes one
accompanying adult.  Members: $25.  Non-
Members: $35.  Registration:
brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.

Family Cooking Class: 
Pomegranate Preserves
Nov. 22  (Saturday)  9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Chef Ernest Miller leads a fun fall cooking
workshop on how to make homemade
preserves and grenadine syrup from
pomegranates. Ages 7–12.  Fee includes
one accompanying adult.  Members: $35.
Non-Members: $45.  Registration:
brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.

Sugar Plum Fairy Gardens 
Dec. 13  (Saturday)  10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Explore the gardens in search of fairies and
sprites with instructor Laure Moede, then
plant your own miniature garden to create
some holiday magic at home.  Ages 7–12.
Fee includes one accompanying adult.
Members: $25.  Non-Members: $35.
Registration: brownpapertickets.com or 
800-838-3006.

Mini Holiday Wreaths
Dec. 13  (Saturday)  1–2:30 p.m.
“Deck the halls” for the holidays!  Learn how
to make your own festive mini wreath with
greenery and flowers in a workshop taught
by Flower Duet.  Ages 7–12.  Fee includes
one accompanying adult.  Members: $25.
Non-Members: $35.  Registration:
brownpapertickets.com or 800-838-3006.

I
n the Chinese Garden, the fluid elements of lake,
meandering streams, and thundering waterfalls
represent the ever changing. The solidly impos -
ing sculptural rocks symbolize the opposite: the

continuity of life, the eternal. I’m reminded of this
by the transition that’s been happening within the
garden this year. June Li, the founding curator of
Liu Fang Yuan, retired in July after a decade of
exemplary service. The garden is the manifestation
of June’s creative output and intellectual drive at
The Huntington, coupled with her extraordinary
ability to teach, to bring us along on this cultural
journey, and to open our eyes to the many
possibilities that lie ahead. 
           With her first exhibition in 2006, “Chrysan -
the mums on the Eastern Hedge,” we began to see
some of those possibilities in the relationship
between our garden and the Chinese painted
scrolls, textiles, texts, and ceramics of the 11th and
12th centuries. In her second exhibition, “Treasures
Through Six Generations,” June introduced Hunt -
ington audiences to spectacular masterworks of
Chinese painting and calligraphy from the Weng
Collection, one of the most important holdings of
Chinese art held in private hands in the United
States. The exhibition was a stunning achievement
and yet another way of more deeply connecting our
garden with Chinese history and culture. I'm happy
to say that June continues on here as curator
emerita, developing new ideas for exhibitions and
activities.
           Further, and with extraordinary vision, June
and her husband, Simon Li, a Huntington Over -
seer, have provided the funds to endow the position
of curator of the Chinese Garden and director of a
new Center for East Asian Garden Studies. Their
generous gift of $2 million will build upon the
cultural programming already begun under June’s
leadership as we more formally establish the

program with a nod toward the future. There are
plans to create research fellowships and interna -
tional exchanges that further enrich dialogue and
scholarship on the garden traditions of China,
Japan, and Korea.
           Duncan Campbell took the helm this fall as
the first June and Simon K. C. Li Director of the
Center for East Asian Garden Studies and Curator
of the Chinese Garden. Duncan is a first-rate
Chinese scholar who has been a past participant in
our Chinese Garden lecture program here. We are
delighted to have him on board; you’ll get a chance
to see him in action when he presents his first
lecture on Nov. 18. (See related story on page 3.) 
           All the while, the garden itself continues to
thrive, with new pavilions and other features now
in place, rounding out the lakeside vistas. Still in
the planning stages are a small display gallery space
(an important feature of classical Chinese gardens),
a penjing court to display miniature trees, and
additional pavilions. There are a multitude of ways
to use this garden to teach about Chinese history
and culture, art and architecture, and landscape
traditions. And we aim to do just that in a
continuously evolving program of activity. I am
ever grateful to June and Simon for their generosity.
But I am, and will forever be, especially indebted to
June—for her patience as a teacher, for her style
and her flair, and for her gentle perseverance. If you
look carefully at many of the clay roof tiles in the
Chinese Garden, you’ll see her “fingerprints” there
in the form of a chrysanthemum design. This floral
symbol was chosen by June and is unique to this
particular garden. It represents nobility, elegance,
and perseverance. How magnificently appropriate.
Thank you, June.

Steve Koblik, President

The More Things Change . . . 
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Coming Soon
New visitor amenities to open in early 2015

T
he roof tiles are on, the stucco is being applied, trellises are under
con struc tion, and trees are taking root. Progress on the Steven S.
Koblik Education and Visitor Center is moving along at a very

exciting pace. Much still remains to be done, but the north section
of the new complex is scheduled to open in mid-January. This will
include the new visitor amenities of admissions, membership, a
coffee shop, and the beautiful new Huntington Store. Later in the
spring, the grand opening will unveil the auditorium, garden court,
cafe, education classrooms, and other features. Watch for more
details in the next issue of Calendar.

Pictured: Visitor Services staff members
Ally DePerio, Brian Bender, and Chris
Torres check out their future work area. 

The Perfect Gift
S hare The Huntington this holiday

season:  give the gift of Membership.
The recipient will enjoy a full year of
free admission and all the other great
benefits of Membership.  Gift Member -
ships are $120 (excluding shipping)
and include an introductory DVD, all
wrapped up in a festive box.
           Buy more and save! Purchase four
gift Memberships and receive one free.
Buy 10 and receive three free.  Just stop
by the Membership kiosk or call 
626-405-2124. Offer expires Dec. 31. 



A
fter more than 10 years as The Hunt -
ington's associate vice president for
Advancement, Suzy Moser retired in
October.  The legacy of her dedi cated

service is both a tangible one—seen in
every roof tile, wood carving, and lime -
stone rock of the Chinese Garden, whose
funding she energetically pursued—and a
personal one of relationships nurtured and
bridges built within the Chinese American
community.
            Moser played a key role in crafting
The Huntington’s For Generations To
Come campaign in 2004–10, and was an
important leader in the campaign’s
unprecedented $244.5 million success.  At
the same time, she worked to cultivate
relationships with a large number of donor families and
business leaders—locally, nationally, and in China—to
support the emergence of the Garden of Flowing
Fragrance.
            “Suzy’s passion for connecting The Huntington
to a larger world enabled us to generate excitement
about the project in China and in the U.S.,” said Randy
Shulman, vice president for advancement. “Her deep
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Suzy Moser Retires

Suzy Moser shares a relaxed moment with Cai Wu,
minister of culture of the People’s Republic of China,
during his visit to the garden this year. Photo by
Martha Benedict.

belief that The Huntington could stand as a symbol of
understanding and friendship between east and west
was infectious and helped inspire the donors who
have joined with us to build and endow this garden.”

Olin Barrett Honored

C
ongratulations to Olin Barrett, a
member of The Huntington's Board
of Overseers, on being named the

2014 Outstanding Volunteer by the
Association of Fundraising Profes -
sionals, Greater Los Angeles Chapter.
Barrett will be honored along with
other awardees at a National Philan -
thropy Day luncheon on Nov. 12 at the
Beverly Hilton Hotel.

A garden docent at The Hunting -
ton from 1999 to 2001 and an Over -
seer since 2005, Barrett personifies the
enthusiasm, engagement, commit -
ment, and leadership that make a
stellar volunteer.  He and his wife, Ann,
have been Life Fellows since 1997. He
currently chairs the Overseers’ Art
Collections Committee and serves on
the committees for Advancement,

Fellows’ Membership, and Planned
Giving.  In addition, he helps sup -
port acquisitions as an active
member of the Art Collectors’
Council.  Barrett’s volunteer leader -
ship isn’t limited to The Hunting -
ton; he also serves on the boards
of Pasadena Conservatory of Music
and Pacific Oaks College and
Children’s School.

“Olin Barrett is the textbook
example of what every nonprofit
seeks in a volunteer,” said Randy
Shulman, vice president for
advancement. “I cannot think of a
more deserving individual to be
named the 2014 Outstanding
Volunteer.”

institution financially—
increasing support for core
activities and bringing down
the annual payout rate from
the endow ment. “When we
got involved, the payout rate
was far from sustainable,”
recalled Jim. “Over the past
10 years, Steve has attracted
the kind of support that
allowed this to be drastically
improved, helping set the
stage for the level of fiscal
stability that will allow The
Huntington to move for -
ward.” Endowing the chief
financial officer position,
they both felt, was the perfect

way to celebrate those exceptional achievements
in fiscal prudence and long-term vision.
         “Anne and Jim have been passionate and
generous in their support,” said Koblik. “Their
friendship is deeply felt and I am humbled that
they have chosen to make this gift in my honor. I
appreciate that the gift will provide support for
generations to come and will further equip The
Huntington to pursue its mission with vigor.”
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Rothenbergs Make Endowment Gift
Honoring Steve Koblik

L
ongtime Huntington donors
Anne and Jim Rothenberg
have made a $3 million
endow  ment gift honoring

Huntington President Steve
Koblik, who is set to retire in
June 2015. The gift establishes a
named chair for the position of
chief financial officer, which is
now known as the Anne and Jim
Rothenberg Vice President for
Financial Affairs. Coreen Rod gers holds the posi -
tion, having joined The Huntington staff in August.
         The Rothenbergs have long been actively
involved in the leadership of The Huntington, and
Anne is a member of the Board of Trustees. They
wanted to find a fitting way to recognize Koblik’s
many accomplishments during his 12-year tenure at
the helm of the institution. One of his greatest
achievements, they felt, was strengthening the

Members’ Snapshot
Eric and Suzie Lee

Editor's note: Because of a copy -
editing error in the September /
October issue, the original version
of this article was missing part of
the opening sentence. We are
reprinting the piece here in
its entirety.

I
t’s not listed in any brochure—maybe it should be—but one of 
the most popular benefits of Membership at The Huntington is 
extended hours during rare blooms of the Amorphophallus 

titanum. Eric and Suzie Lee are Members at the Supporting Level, so
they also enjoy the added perk of morning visits all year round.  
During the most recent bloom of the “Corpse Flower” in August, the
Lees made daily visits, stopping by before public hours to check on the
titan's progress in The Rose Hills Foundation Conservatory for Botanical
Science. A keepsake photo for toddler Isaac's scrapbook was a must.
                Get ready for the next big bloom. Join or renew today! 

You can see more photos of the Corpse Flower’s bloom at
flickr.com/photos/huntingtonlibrary.
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An Emperor’s Encyclopedia

L
ibrary curators
recently uncovered a
unique work in The
Huntington’s collec -

tions: a volume of the
largest book ever written
in China, and also one of
the most important. The
Yongle Encyclopedia
(Yongle dadian), dating
from around 1562, is a
bound manuscript
comprising sections
10,270 and 10,271 of the
massive work. It had been
shelved, uncatalogued, at
The Huntington since
1968, when it was
donated by the daughter
of a missionary named
Joseph Whiting. While living
in Beijing in 1900 during the
violence of the Boxer
Rebellion, Whiting had
salvaged the volume from a
pile of discarded books as
parts of the city burned.
         Huntington staff at the
time didn’t recognize the
significance of the work, so
they stored it away for later
examination. When the
volume recently was shown
to Li Wei Yang, a Hunting -
ton archivist, he tentatively
identified it as part of the
renowned encyclopedia. Liu
Bo, a scholar on staff at the
National Library of China,
came to The Hunt ing ton to
examine the book and
confirmed the identification.

The encyclopedia was
commissioned by Ming
dynasty emperor Yongle
(pronounced “Yong luh”)
in 1403. His directive was
unprecedented: to identify
and transcribe ancient and
significant Chinese
writings in astronomy,
geography, medicine,
religion, technology, art,
and other fields. When
completed, the accumu -
lated texts comprised an
astounding 22,877 sec -
tions in 11,095 volumes.
Years after Yongle’s
death, the entire manu -
script was copied as a

safeguard against loss—and
the original was indeed lost
during the fall of the Ming
dynasty in 1644. As for the
duplicate set, it’s not known
what became of every
volume, but experts estimate
that only about 400 remain,
most of them in China but
some in libraries and
universities around the
world.

The Huntington has
digitized the volume with
plans to make it available
online. A special display of
the book is slated to run
from Dec. 13, 2014, to
March 16, 2015, in the East
Foyer of the Library Exhi -
bition Hall, and a public
lecture is planned for Jan. 8,
2015.
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Top: A page from the Yongle Encyclopedia.
Bottom: Huntington archivist Li Wei Yang
(left) talks with scholar Liu Bo of the
National Library of China, who confirmed
the identification of the 16th-century
Chinese manuscript.
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O
ne of the best-known compositions by
the Anglo-Swiss painter Henry Fuseli
(1741–1825) is The Three Witches or The
Weird Sisters, a dramatic depiction of the

prophetic trio from Shake speare’s Macbeth.
The artist is known to have completed three
full-sized color versions of the work, one of which is in
the collection of the Royal Shake speare Company in
Stratford-upon-Avon; the other is at the Kunsthaus
Zurich.  This fall The Huntington announced the
acquisition of the third known version: a full-size study
of The Three Witches that was presum ably made before
the other two. It has been in private hands since its
creation around 1782.
            Acquiring a Fuseli has been a long-standing goal
at The Huntington. His work has been sought not only
because of his importance to the history of art, but also
because of his relationships with Sir Joshua Reynolds
and William Blake, both of whom are well represented
in The Huntington’s collections.  Also, Fuseli’s fascina -
tion with the work of William Shakespeare dovetails
with The Huntington’s stature as one of the premiere

Acquisition News
The Three Witches
by Henry Fuseli

Henry Fuseli, The Three Witches or The Weird Sisters, ca. 1782. 

In Bloom
W

inter is one of the most colorful months in the gardens at
The Huntington—a great reason to plan a visit during the
holidays. Early-blooming varieties of camel lias can be seen

in the North Vista area and in the Chinese and Japanese gardens
(pictured: Camellia x vernalis ‘Yuletide’). Camellia season will
continue right through early spring. The golden fall foliage of
the Ginkgo biloba trees in the Zen Garden typically reaches its
peak in late November. And be sure not to miss the Desert
Garden’s spectacular holiday show, as thousands of aloes light
up the landscape with their torch-like inflorescences. 

collec tions of early Shakespeare folios and quartos in
the world. 
            After months of conservation treatment, The
Three Witches is now on public display on the second
floor of the Huntington Art Gallery, where it will
remain on view through March 30. A related
installation of drawings by Fuseli, Blake, and their
contemporaries opens Nov. 22. 
            The acquisition of The Three Witcheswas made
possible by the George R. and Patricia Geary Johnson
British Art Acquisition Fund.

Read more about the acquisition at huntington.org.

Our Holiday Gift to You

O
ur Members are very important to
The Huntington, so when the
holidays come around we like to

find a special way to say “thank you.”
This year, we're offering a free gift
Membership and two additional guest
passes when you upgrade to the
Contributor Level or above before the
end of the year. That’s a total value of
$160 in great “stocking stuffers” to
share with family and friends. Best of
all, your Huntington Membership is
100 percent tax-deductible.
          To upgrade online at
huntington.org, type “Holiday Up -
grade” in the comments box on the
Membership check-out page.  But
hurry—this offer expires Dec. 31.



M
embership gives you the opportunity to enjoy
The Hunt ington all year round, explore all it has
to offer, and enrich your mind with every visit. At

the same time, it provides essential sup port for educa -
tion programs, exhibitions, and research. Bene fits
include free admission for two adults and their chil -
dren or grand children, a 10 percent discount in the gift
shop, and special Members-only events. For a
complete list of benefits, or to join online, visit
huntington.org or call 626-405-2124.

Yes! I want to join The Huntington
o New  o Renewal/Account No. _____________

o Gift Membership

o Sustaining                       $120
(Senior discount $30 off, age 65 and over)

o Contributor                    $200
o Affiliate                           $280
o Supporting                      $380
o Patron                              $700
o Benefactor                   $1,500
o Society of Fellows      $2,500

Mr./Ms./Miss/Mrs./Mr. & Mrs./Other

__________________________________________________
Name (print name as it will appear on Membership card)

__________________________________________________
Second cardholder’s name

__________________________________________________
Address                                                                        Apt. #

__________________________________________________
City                                                             State                                                 Zip

_______________________            _____________________
Office phone Home phone

__________________________________________________
E-mail address

Gift from ___________________________________________
Name

__________________________________________________
Address                                                                        Apt. #

__________________________________________________
City                                                             State                                                 Zip

_______________________            _____________________
Office phone Home phone

__________________________________________________
Acct. no.                                                  Exp. date

Signature  ____________________________________________

Enjoy the Benefits of Membership    Makes a perfect gift, too!
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Payment Options
o Check (payable to The Huntington) o Visa   o MasterCard   o American Express

Holiday Events for Members
CHAMPAGNE & SHOPPING
Dec. 2  (Tuesday) 1–7 p.m.

Kick off the holidays at our annual Members-only 
event, where you can sip a glass of bubbly while
shopping for the perfect gift for everyone on your
list. Unique trunk shows, mobile retailers, and
the popular Huntington Store will offer a wider
variety of gifts than ever before. And just think
how much you’ll save with your Members’
discount. Costumed carolers from the Voices of
Christmas ensemble will provide merry music.
Make the day even more festive with afternoon
tea in the Rose Garden Tea Room. Tea
reservations: 626-405-2236.SANTA DAYS

UPPER LEVEL MEMBERS
Dec. 5 (Friday) noon–4 p.m.

ALL MEMBERS
Dec. 6 & 7 (Saturday &
Sunday) 10:30 a.m.–4 p.m.

A Membership perk for the young
and young-at-heart. Bring your
camera and take a holiday keep -
sake photo with Santa Claus and
enjoy the puppetry magic of the
Bob Baker Marionettes.

PARTICIPATING VENDORS
(as of press time): 

Billy’s a Bad Kitty Jewelry,

Katzpajamas, the Los

Angeles Library Store on

Wheels, Morgan Design

Studio, Sandra Torres Fine

Porcelain Ware, Selvedge Dry

Goods, Shelley Herman

Designs, Timothy Still

Handcrafted Jewelry, Tokyo

Factory Bath and Body, the

Yarnover Truck, and more.

Huntington specialty gift

items: teas and fresh baked

goods packaged for giving

from the Rose Garden Tea

Room, books from the

Huntington Library Press,

and gifts from the garden.

Photo by Martha Benedict
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T
he highly anticipated exhibition “Bruce Davidson/Paul Caponigro:
Two American Photographers in Britain and Ireland” is sure to be
one of the season’s most talked-about shows.  Fellows are invited

to attend an exclusive preview and reception on Nov. 6.  The high -
light of the evening will be a panel discussion with photographer
Bruce Davidson and the co-curators of the exhibition, Jennifer Watts
of The Huntington and Scott Wilcox of the Yale Center for British Art.
On Nov. 18, our fall Art Encounters series continues for President’s
Circle and Huntington Circle Fellows with a presentation by Jessica
Smith, Virginia Steele Scott Chief Curator of American Art, who will
talk about key works in the newly expanded American galleries. 
A reception follows the gallery talk.
            Join the Fellows todaywith an annual gift of $2,500 or more
and become part of this remarkable annual giving community.  For
more information, contact Judy Plunkett, director of the Society of
Fellows, at 626-405-2264 or jplunkett@huntington.org.

S O C I E T Y O F

Fellows
Upcoming Fellows’ Events
Exhibition Preview 
Bruce Davidson/Paul Caponigro 
Nov. 6 (Thursday)

Art Encounters
President’s Circle and 
Huntington Circle
Nov. 18 (Tuesday)

INVITATIONS TO FOLLOW

Huntington Ball 2014

N
early 500 friends and supporters
gathered on a moonlit September
evening to celebrate the renaissance

The Huntington has experienced under
the leadership of two presidents: Steve
Koblik, who retires in 2015, and his
predecessor Robert Skotheim, who led
the institution from 1988 to 2001.
             With the Huntington Art
Gallery as a dramatic backdrop, guests
enjoyed cocktails on the South Terrace
followed by dinner and dancing on the
East Lawn, which had been trans -
formed by colorful lanterns, cabana
lounges, and stunning floral displays. In his brief
remarks, Koblik saluted Skotheim and his wife,
Nadine, for the remarkable work they had done
together in building relationships with donors, many
of whom were among the crowd in attendance. 
             The black-tie gala raised more than $400,000
to support The Huntington's research and educational
programs.
             See more photos from the Huntington Ball at
flickr.com/photos/huntingtonlibrary. (Clockwise from left): Kerstin and Steve

Koblik, Robert and Nadine Skotheim.
Photos by Jamie Pham.


