
April 28, 1945 – American troops are led to a bank vault in

Eichstatt, Germany, just south of Nuremberg. There they

discover an envelope containing the Nuremberg Laws (two sets,

signed by Hitler and other Nazi officials). They confiscate the

documents and hand them up through the ranks to Gen. J. A.

Van Fleet.

May 30, 1945 – Gen. Van Fleet transmits the Nuremberg Laws

to Gen. George S. Patton Jr. along with an English translation.

June 11, 1945 – Patton deposits the documents at The Huntington Library, then returns to

Europe. (He presented a special edition of Mein Kampf to The Huntington earlier that same year

—also confiscated—which The Huntington placed, for a short while, on public display.) Around

this period he also sent to The Huntington U.S. Army material relating to his war experience, as

well as a handful of other captured Nazi items.

Dec. 21, 1945 – Patton dies from injuries sustained in a car accident in Europe.

Intervening years – Nuremberg Laws are kept, unaccessioned, in The Huntington vault, where

the most valuable materials are housed.

1996 – Then-Huntington president Robert Skotheim visits the Skirball Cultural Center, newly

opened in Los Angeles. He and the president of the Skirball, Uri Hersher, begin a conversation

about possible loan of the Nuremberg Laws for display there.

1999 – The Nuremberg Laws go on display at the Skirball.

Dec. 2009 – Huntington and Skirball conservators agree that the documents should be removed

from display to protect them from overexposure to light.

Spring/Summer 2010 – The Huntington discusses with the National Archives the possibility of

transferring permanent custody of the documents. Archives staff review the matter and determine

that the National Archives is the appropriate repository for them.

Aug. 25, 2010 – The documents are presented to the archivist of the United States for official

transfer to the National Archives.
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