Lesson Five

LESSON FIVE
“All we want is an equal chance, an open field, and a fair fight”
I.

OBJECTIVES
♦ To analyze a variety of primary source materials.
♦ To appraise the ethnic and racial diversity of California during the Gold
Rush era.
♦ To evaluate the extent and nature of prejudice and discrimination in
California.
♦ To assess the impact of the Gold Rush on Native Americans in California.

II.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

T

he decade that encompassed the Gold Rush and the early years of California
statehood, 1848–58, is arguably the most important era in the state’s history,
and one of the most compelling periods for study in the nation’s history. In a mere
ten years, California was transformed from a sparsely settled Mexican frontier
territory made up of a handful of seaport towns, dozens of scattered Native
American tribes, and small farms and large ranchos, into the prime destination for
adventurous, gold-seeking people from all over the globe. Before the dust even
began to settle, California had joined the Union, hundreds of thousands of
emigrants had arrived, gold worth millions of dollars was found, and the work of
establishing the social, economic, and political foundation of the newest of the
United States was underway.
The remarkable ethnic and racial diversity that exists in California today was forged
in this founding decade. Native American inhabitants of California and the resident
Californios—be they of Latin- or Anglo-American stock (or a mixture thereof)—
could not have anticipated the demographic wave that broke upon the region. All
manner of Americans—both white and black, and mostly male—arrived in droves,
as did Europeans, Mexicans, Chileans, Peruvians, and Asians (principally Chinese),
among others. The frenetic scenes of overland and overseas travel, gold mining and
town-building, and hard work and hard play were made even more remarkable by
pouring racial and ethnic diversity into the mix. The nature of this “schizoid
heritage” of California society, as the historian Leonard Pitt called it, is the basis of
the sesquicentennial lesson that follows.
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III. MATERIALS
« Document 1—Letter from William Reynolds to John Reynolds, December
27, 1848
« Document 2—”California; or the Feast of Gold,” London, Henry Valentine,
c. 1849
« Document 3—California lettersheet, “Way-side Scenes in California”
« Document 4—“Annual Message of the Governor of California,” State of
California, San Jose, 1851
« Document 5—Hutchings’ Illustrated California Magazine, “The Attack,”
volume 3, no. 10, (April 1859)
« Document 6—Diary of Augustin Hale, September 1, 1850
« Document 7—California lettersheet, “Indian Rancherie on Dry Creek”
« Document 8—”Official Correspondence Between the Governor of
California, The U.S. Indian Agents and the Commander of
U.S. Troops Now In California,” Sacramento, 1852
« Document 9—”Indians of N. valley of Feather River”
« Document 10—Remarks of the Chinese Merchants . . . Upon Governor Bigler’s
message, Lai Chun-Chen, 1855
« Document 11—“Chinese Camp in the Mines” J.D. Borthwick, Edinburgh,
1857, in Colton, Three Years in California
« Document 12—“Street in San Francisco,” Joseph Warren Revere, 1849,
watercolor drawing from autobiography manuscript
« Document 13—“Historical account of the troubles between the Chilian &
American miners. . . .,” John Hovey
« Document 14—Letter from Hugo Reid to Abel Sterns, April 22, 1849
« Document 15—Life and Adventures of . . . Fugitive Slave, James Williams, San
Francisco, 1873
« Document 16—Proceedings, Colored Citizens’ Convention, 1856
« Document 17—Statistical Summary Worksheet

IV. Lesson Activities
A. In order to set the stage for the lesson, have students study Documents 1, 2,
and 3. Have each student (or pairs of students) complete a Document
Analysis Worksheet for each handout, and/or answer the questions that
follow each document or illustration. Conduct a class discussion about the
multicultural scene in California at the beginning of the Gold Rush.
B. The plight of Native Americans is one of the most compelling stories of this
historical period. Divide the class into groups of three students each, and
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give each group one pair of the next series of documents: Documents 4 and
5; Documents 6 and 7; and Documents 8 and 9. Have the small groups of
students discuss the questions to consider that follow each manuscript and/
or complete a Document Analysis Worksheet for each pair of documents.
Discuss the materials in a jigsaw format.
C. Have each student (or trio of students) use the Document Analysis
Worksheet or answer the questions after studying Documents 10–12,
regarding the treatment of Chinese people in Gold Rush California. Students
should focus their study on the irony of Chinese views toward people of other
races even as they complained about the discrimination they were suffering.
D. Documents 13 and 14 reflect the discrimination encountered by people of
Latin American descent who participated in the California Gold Rush. Have
trios of students use the Document Analysis Worksheet or follow-up
questions to study the documents to find evidence demonstrating how
Mexicans and Chileans were viewed by Anglo Americans.
E. Next, distribute to each trio of students Documents 15 and 16, which reveal
the notable presence of African Americans in California at the time. Class
discussions should include a review of mid-nineteenth century American
history on the eve of the Civil War, and a comparison of lives led by black
people in California at the time with those of their counterparts who resided
in the South in 1850.
F. To complete the lesson using only visual images, distribute Documents 2, 3,
5, 7, 9, 11, and 12, and have each student (or team of students) answer the
questions or use the Document Analysis Worksheet to study the visual
images portraying various ethnic groups. Have students make their own
poster-size drawings/illustrations of the California racial scene.
G. To complete the lesson using only selected manuscripts that are
representative of each of the ethnic and racial groups under study, distribute
Documents 1, 2, 3, 4, 10, 13, and 16. Have each student (or team of students)
answer the questions or use the Document Analysis Worksheet to study the
treatment of various ethnic groups. Have each student write a response to
one of the various documents, taking on the persona of a person of the time.
H. After the completion of steps A–E, F and/or G, above, have each student write
an essay that synthesizes the materials studied and refers to examples in the
documents to describe the multicultural aspect of California life in the decade
of 1848–58.
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V.

VOCABULARY
amenable
auspices
august
avarice
conflagration
incendiary
interlopers
quivers
sophism

VI.

EXTENDED ACTIVITIES

A. Ask each student to review Document 6, a page from the Diary of Augustin Hale.

Have each student (or team of students) make a facsimile of this page from
Hale’s diary of 150 years ago, using their own handwriting and authenticlooking paper and binding.
B. If time permits, have each student (or team) make an illustration of the scene
that Hale described on September 1, 1850.
C. Use Document 17, Statistical Summary Exercise to enhance students’ understanding of population issues during the Gold Rush.
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Letter from William Reynolds to John Reynolds
December 27, 1848
John Reynolds, writing from San Francisco, describes for his
brother in Boston the Gold Rush scene in California, including
the thousands of emigrants pouring in from Hawaii, South
America, Guatemala, and Mexico.
California has at last proved to be the long sought for “El Dorado” of the Spanish
Adventurers that first settled Mexico. Gold is here in great abundance. It was found
in May last, on one of the Tributaries of the Sacramento River, which is called the
American Fork, where Mr. Sutter (the first settler on that River some ten years ago)
was employing several men to dig a Mill Race; they saw the small scales of Gold,
and did not know what it was,—they saw such quantities of it that one, took a small
piece and hammered on it, which satisfied him that it was the “Precious Metal”
itself. The Party then agreed to Keep it Secret and dig for themselves, which they
undertook—but in a short time their Avarice ran away with their prudence and the
Party split, when some of its number let it be known—there was instantly a
“tremendous rush” from all parts of “Upper California” to the gold “Diggins.”
Goods immediately rose some thousand per. cent. To give you an Idea—Blankets
were sold for 100 to 150 dollars a pair, Pickaxes and Shovels from 20 to 30 dollars
each. . . Since the time of The Discovery, there has been, at the least calculation,
7,000,000 dollars taken from the mines. Its Extent is all of 1000 square miles, and
new veins are being discovered every day each richer than the other. Nearly all the
Foreigners have left the Sandwich Islands, and thousands are pouring in from all
parts of South America, Guatemala and Mexico, and when the mail steamers
commence running, which will be Feb. next, there will no doubt be thousands from
the Atlantic States, if they credit it, for it is certainly almost incredible, were it not
for the gold to speak for itself.

Questions to consider
1.
2.
3.
4.

When and where, according to this document, was gold first discovered?
How did the secret get out, thereby causing the “Gold Rush”?
What happened to the price of certain products? Why?
According to Mr. Reynolds, what was the value of the gold discovered by
December 1848?
5. What evidence is there that people from various countries came in search of
gold?
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“California; or the Feast of Gold”
Henry Valentine, London, c. 1849

Questions to Consider
1. How does the image relate to the name of the song?
2. What is depicted in the image?
3. How many different types of tools and methods of gold mining are
discernible?
4. How many different groups—ethnic, social, and gender—are depicted?
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“Way-side Scenes in California”

1. What does the scene illustrate?
2. Can you find images of people from four different ethnic groups in the scene?
Identify them.
3. What similarities and/or differences are depicted between the different groups?

Document 3
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Document 4

Annual Message of the Governor of California
State of California, San Jose, 1851
Governor Peter Burnett in his message to the California
legislature expresses views on Native Americans that range
from paternalistic to racist and stereotypical.
We have suddenly spread ourselves over the country in every direction, and
appropriated whatever portion of it we pleased to ourselves, without their [Native
Americans] consent, and without compensation. Although these small and
scattered tribes have among them no regular government, they have some ideas of
existence as a separate and independent people, and some conception of their right
to the country, acquired by long, uninterrupted and exclusive possession. They
have not only seen their country taken from them, but they see their ranks rapidly
thinning from the effects of our diseases. They instinctively consider themselves a
doomed race; and this idea leads to despair; and despair prevents them from
providing the usual and necessary supply of provisions. This produces starvation,
which knows but one law, that of gratification; and the natural result is, that these
people kill the first stray animal they find. This leads to war between them and the
whites; and war creates a hatred against the white man than never ceases to exist in
the Indian bosom.
This state of things, though produced at an earlier period by the exciting causes
mentioned, would still have followed in due course of time. Our American
experience has demonstrated the fact, that the two races cannot live in the same
vicinity in peace.
The love of fame, as well as the love of property, is common to all men; and war and
theft are established customs among the Indian races generally, as they are among
all poor and savage tribes of men, as a means to attain to the one, and to procure a
supply of the other. When brought into contact with a civilized race of men, they
readily learn the use of their implements and manufactures, but they do not so
readily learn the art of making them. . . . Like the people of all thinly populated, but
fertile countries, who are enabled to supply the simplest wants of nature from the
spontaneous productions of the earth, they are, from habit and prejudice,
exceedingly averse to manual labor. While the white man attaches but little value to
small articles, and consequently exposes them the more carelessly, he throws in the
way of the Indian that which is esteemed by him as a great temptation and a great
prize; and as he cannot make the article, and thinks he must have it, he finds theft
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the most ready and certain mode to obtain it. Success in trifles but lead to attempts
of greater importance. The white man, to whom time is money, and who labors hard
all day to create the comforts of life, cannot sit up all night to watch his property; and
after being robbed a few times, he becomes desperate, and resolves upon a war of
extermination. . . .
That a war of extermination will continue to be waged between the races, until the
Indian race becomes extinct, must be expected. While we cannot anticipate this
result but with painful regret, the inevitable destiny of the race is beyond the power
or wisdom of man to avert.

Questions to Consider

1. What do you suppose were the “exciting causes” that produced the “state of
things” referred to in the Governor’s speech? What is the “state of things”?
2. Which assertions in the speech seem most racist and stereotypical toward the
Native Americans?
3. Explain a double meaning for the Governor’s phrase, “the inevitable destiny
of race.”
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Hutchings Illustrated California Magazine, “The Attack”
Volume 3, no. 10, April 1859

Questions to Consider
1. Who are the aggressors in the illustration?
2. How can you tell who the artist thinks were the “good guys” and the “bad
guys” in this incident?
3. What is the overall message of the illustration?
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Diary of Augustin Hale
September 1, 1850
Beaver Valley Sunday Sept. 1st 1850. I stood the 4th guard this morning & day guard
today. Two of us had our Animals Saddled & rode out in advance of the others as
they were turned loose, the Grass being so high that the Indians could easily creep
up and steal or shoot our Animals.
By noon we had gone with them about ½ a mile down the valley & were resting
ourselves sitting on a Rock on the point of a mountain which commanded a view of
the Animals on each side, when I heard a whistle & soon another which I mentioned
to my companion as Indian signals, yet he thought not. I soon heard it again &
looking up at a high point above us we discovered two large Indians naked with
Quivers strung to their backs. We thought there might be many more & my
companion immediately started for Camp to give word.
Some of the Animals were near a point behind which I thought the Indians might be
creeping up. I shouldered my Gun & drove them back & while doing so one of the
Indians addressed me with great vehemence & in a most energetic manner as if his life
depended uppon what he was saying. He made many gestures with his hands
motioning for us to go back & pointing down the valley to their home (Some two miles
off). I was much pleased with his style and earnestness, & would have given much
could I have understood him. I told them to “Vamose” as I knew if they remained until
our boys came up they would shoot them. When I shouldered my Gun he took hold
of his Quiver as much as to say he had Arms, & I shall never forget his manner as he
continued to address me in the most earnest manner & with a loud voice until he saw
the approach of our party from Camp, they then ran off at great speed.
I was much blamed for not shooting them, but under the circumstances I would not.
Although I had come near loosing my life by them on the 5th of August & had I now
have been in their position they would undoubtedly have killed me. . . .
Questions to Consider
1. Why was the author standing guard?
2. How did he know that Native Americans were nearby? How many did he meet?
3. What “messages” did the Native American try to communicate to Hale?
4. How did Hale react to the Native American who spoke to him? Why didn’t
he shoot the two Native Americans?
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“Indian Rancherie on Dry Creek”

Questions to Consider
1. What is the physical setting of the illustration?
2. What aspects of Native American life are depicted?
3. Why do you think the illustration was produced and distributed?
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“Official Correspondence Between the Governor of California,
The U.S. Indian Agents and the Commander of
U.S. Troops Now In California, Sacramento”
1852
Excerpt of the Indian Agent’s letter of April 5, 1852
Without pretending to advise as to what may be proper, I have thought that
possibly much good might result from your issuing a proclamation, in
handbill form, for the frontier settlements, calling upon all who have the true
interests of California at heart, to frown upon such attempts to imbrue the
frontier in blood, by exciting in the Indian the spirit of revenge and
retaliation—so consonant to his education and habits—urging the great
importance of preserving good faith with the tribes, and when treaties have
been made, and intimating that those who act differently, will be held
amenable to the laws. . . .
I will add that I design, at an early day, of calling the particular attention of
Br. General E.A. Hitchcock, Commander of the Pacific Division, to the
importance of establishing at least one or two small military posts on the
frontier, for the mutual protection of both whites and Indians. . . .
Excerpt of the Governor’s Response on April 9, 1852
Your letter . . . communicating the intelligence that serious collisions have
occurred between the white citizens and Indians, in the Counties of Klamath,
Trinity, and Shasta, was received yesterday.
I assure you, sir, that I deplore the unsettled condition of affairs in the north;
but the settlement of new countries, and the progress of civilization have
always been attended with perils. The career of civilization, under the
auspices of the American people, has heretofore been interrupted by no
dangers, and daunted by no perils. Its progress has been an ovation, steady,
august and resistless.
Governments are instituted for the protection as well as for the control of the
governed; and this government, while it is under my administration, shall
not fail to perform its duties. I am admonished by the intelligence
communicated, of the necessity of taking steps to protect the people of
California; and I concur with you in the opinion, that prompt action is
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indispensable. I have, therefore, determined to exercise the prerogative
reposed in me by the Constitution, to solicit, and, if necessary, to enforce a
peace. I have also made a demand upon the military Commander of the
United States forces in California, for troops, and requested him to unite with
me in an effort to terminate these unfortunate difficulties.

Questions to Consider
1. What is the issue/problem under discussion in the document?
2. What is the Indian Agent’s point of view of the situation? What does he see
as a possible solution to the problem?
3. What seems to be the Governor’s point of view in this matter?
4. Who are the “people of California” that the Governor is intent on protecting?
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“Indians of N. valley of Feather River”

Questions to Consider
1. What does the drawing depict?
2. What image of the Native Americans is conveyed?
3. Study the Native Americans’ possessions and clothing. To what extent have
they adopted Western ways? To what extent have they not?
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Remarks of the Chinese Merchants . . .
Upon Governor Bigler’s Message
Lai Chun-Chen, 1855
On April 23, 1852, California governor John Bigler, in a special
address to the state legislature said, “I am deeply impressed
with the conviction that, in order to enhance the prosperity and
to preserve the tranquility of the State, measures must be
adopted to check this tide of Asiatic immigration. . . .” A few
years later, a group of Chinese merchants printed a point-bypoint response to the Governor, one that contains its own share
of bigotry and discrimination.
. . . We remember the times when the reports went abroad of the great excellence of
your honorable State and its inhabitants. The people of the Flowery land were
received like guests. An article left upon the road was not taken. Each was at liberty
to traffic or to mine. In consequence, with the hope and desire of enjoying a
residence where the customs were so admirable and just, we came. In those early
times we were greeted with favor. Each treated the other with politeness. From far
and near we came and were pleased. Days and months but added to our
satisfaction. The ships gathered like clouds. . . .
We had secretly thought, as your honorable State is a newly opened country, as it
is a broad land, as merchants from the four quarters of the world are gathered here,
and in order early to obtain a virtuous and intelligent population, that men would
be treated with politeness; and thus your population would become one worthy of
honor and admiration, and hence should proceed a race exhibiting extraordinary
virtues. Surely a fountain so opened would not cease to flow. . . .
But of late days your honorable people have established a new practice. They have
come to the conclusion that we Chinese are the same as Indians and Negroes, and
your courts will not allow us to bear witness. And yet these Indians know nothing
about the relations of society; they know no mutual respect; they wear neither
clothes nor shoes; they live in wild places and in caves. When we reflect upon the
honorable position that China has maintained for many thousands of years; upon
the wisdom transmitted by her philosophers; upon her array of civil and of military
powers; upon the fame of her civilization; upon the wealth and the populousness of
her possessions; upon the cordial tenderness with which successive dynasties of
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Emperors have treated strangers; deeming native or foreigner all as one; and then
behold the people of other nations heap ridicule upon us as if we were the same as
Indians—we ask, is it possible that this is in accordance with the will of Heaven?—
is it possible that this is in the mind of the officers, and the people, of your honorable
country?—can it be possible that we are classed as equals with this uncivilized race
of men? We think you must be wholly unacquainted with the amicable feelings
which have hitherto existed between our two nations. We doubt whether such be
the decision of enlightened intelligence, and enlarged liberality.

Questions to Consider
1. What did the author mean when he wrote, “The ships gathered like clouds”?
2. How did the Chinese “secretly” expect to be treated? Why?
3. How, according to the document, are the Chinese being treated lately?
4. Why did the Chinese resent being treated like Native Americans?
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“Chinese Camp in the Mines”
J.D. Borthwick, Edinburgh, 1857, in Colton, Three Years in California

Questions to Consider
1. What does the image depict?
2. Describe all the activities taking place in the camp.
3. What aspects of traditional Chinese culture are evident?
4. What aspects of Western, or “American,” culture are evident?
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“Street in San Francisco”
Joseph Warren Revere, 1849
Watercolor drawing from autobiography manuscript

A grandson of Paul Revere rendered this multicultural scene in San Francisco in 1849.

Questions to Consider
1. What does the drawing show? Describe the scene in detail.
2. What evidence is there of “Western,” or American, influences?
3. What evident is there of Chinese influence?
4. What does the illustration show about the settling of San Francisco?
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“Historical Account of the troubles between the Chilian &
American Miners in the Calevaros Mining District, commencing
Dec. 6, 1849 & ending Jan. 4, 1850”
John Hovey
Miner John Hovey’s personal account of interactions between
Anglo and Latin American miners.
As is generally the case throughout the Southern gold mines of Upper California,
about the diggings to which I now refer (with which, doubtless many of my readers
are not unacquainted) a large number of Chilians and Mexicans, principally
Sonorians had collected, most as I understood, driven from the Northern Mines.
They pitched a camp about four miles from that of the Americans calling it San
Antonio. In number they more than doubled that of the Americans, who did not
exceed fifty men. As they at first evinced no disposition to injure us, or interfere with
our rights as American citizens, we scarcely heeded their presence in our vicinity,
much less harbored a thought of driving them away. However, on the 6th of
December, a party of four gentlemen from our camp happened near San Antonio
with nought but peaceful intentions as they had no firearms with them, being
merely in search of a more profitable place than they had hitherto had or to use the
phrase of the country, “Prospecting.” There being a great many “gulches” or ravines
in that neighborhood, these men thought they would try a few pans full of the dirt,
which they accordingly did. While they were thus engaged in washing out, about
twenty Chilians came to the place and ordered them to “vamos” English, be off.

Questions to Consider
1. How did the groups of men come to be in the same mining area at the time
of the incident?
2. Which sentences in the document reveal that there was some animosity
between Anglo-American and Latin American people in California?
3. What does the author say the Americans were doing before they were
ordered to “vamos” by the Chilians? What do you think the Chilians’ version
of the event might have been?
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Letter from Hugo Reid to Abel Sterns, April 22, 1849
A short diatribe from one friend to another that uses bigoted
and racist language to catalogue the unseemly aspects of life in
and around the gold mines.
Compadre don’t go to the Mines on any account; they are fill of Goods, and a rush
of cattle streaming likewise to every digging. The mines are moreover loaded to the
muzzle with vagabonds from every quarter of the globe: scoundrels from no where,
rascals from Oregon; pickpockets from New York; accomplished Gentlemen from
Europe; Interlopers from Lima and Chile; Mexican thieves; Gamblers of no
particular spot; and assassins manufactured in Hell for the express purpose of
converting the highways & by ways into theatres of blood! —then last, but not
least—Judge Lynch with his thousand arms; thousand Sightless eyes and five
hundred lying tongues, ready under the banner of Justice to hang, half & quarter
any individual who may meet his disapprobation either because Said individual
wears his hair crop’t, instead of a wig, as the aforementioned Judge does; or that his
waistcoat aint double-breasted, or some other serious grievance & eye sort to the
respectable Jurist—

Questions to Consider
1. Why does Reid tell his friend Stearns not to go to the mines?
2. Which groups of people does Reid condemn? Which does he say positive
things about?
3. What, according to Reid, is the most troubling aspect of life at the mines?
4. Who or what is Judge Lynch, and what is Reid’s view of the subject?
5. What is the overall tone of the letter?
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“Life and Adventures of . . . Fugitive Slave,”
James Williams, San Francisco, 1873
The captain said, “What is the matter with you, Williams, that you cannot obey the
steward?” I said to him, “The steward did not want me to come on board here, and
now he wants me to do a whole lot of work, and the doctor told me not to obey any
one except the first officer, the clerk or himself.” Then said the captain to me, “The
steward is an officer of the ship, and if you have any time to do anything he asks you
to do, do it.” He then turned to the steward, and said, “Steward, you have no control
over this man; he belongs to the doctor.” I, therefore, never had any time to do
anything for him. . . .
I never made a cent for my time or labor, so you can see what a man that has made
his escape from the blood-hounds hath to undergo to reach the shores of California,
where he could be free and safe from all danger of being apprehended. Whilst in
that country I saw some that I had to run away from, yet I would have you to
understand that I had no running away to do in California. . . .
. . . I packed my rocker that we washed the gold with, my prospect-pan, and my pick
and shovel, and led the way. I started over the hills and valleys, prospecting for
gold, and my bed, when night came on, was under some cedar tree, and I had to
pack my grub up under me head to keep the wolves and coyotes from stealing it. We
had no law in the country at that time, and so we miners constituted a law for
ourselves. I was one of the miners that was present on an occasion to try another
miner for the crime of stealing $50 from another. We put a rope around his neck and
intended to frighten him, and he said if we let him down he would tell; so we let him
down, and he went and got the money. Had he not got the money, what the result
would have been I am unable to tell the reader; one thing I am about to affirm, I
would never have consented to have taken the man’s life. I was the only colored man
in the crowd, and it was left for me to pass my opinion, and I said, “If he gives up
the money let him go. . . . ”

Questions to Consider
1. Why do you think the chief steward was so mean to Williams?
2. What was meant by Williams’s statement that he “had no running away to
do in California?
3. Identify the occasions when it seemed that Williams was treated like every
other miner in his group.
4. Why do you think Williams felt the way he did about the proper punishment
for the thief?
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Proceedings
Colored Citizens’ Convention, 1856
This official record of the second annual meeting of an African
American political organization underscores the nature of
discrimination and prejudice in California as well as this group’s
determination to overcome it.
Mr. President and gentlemen—I am happy to meet with you today on this occasion, and
to respond to the call on behalf of Nevada county. The object for which we have met is
a good one, and I feel deeply my want of language to express my feelings in relation
thereto; but I will endeavor, briefly, to present a few facts respecting the condition of our
people in my county. There are about five hundred colored people residing there,
variously employed. A few are farmers and mechanics, a small number are engaged in
trading, but the majority of them are miners. It is with pride I say it, we are showing to
our white fellow-citizens that we have some natural abilities; we are resolved to let them
see that all we want is an equal chance, an open field, and a fair fight. . . .
Why have we convened together? Because the law, relating to our testimony in the
Courts of California, is but a shadow. It affords no protection to our families or property.
I may see the assassin plunge his dagger to the vitals of my neighbor, yet, in the eyes of
the law, I see it not. I may overhear the robber or incendiary plotting the injury or the utter
ruin of my fellow citizen, and yet, in the judgment of the law, I hear it not. The robbery
may follow, the conflagration may do its work, and the author of the evil may go
unpunished, because only a colored man saw the act or heard the plot.
Under these circumstances who are really injured and losers by the law? It deprives
colored men from testifying in cases where white persons are parties. Is it not evident that
the white citizen is an equal sufferer with us? When will the people of this State learn that
justice to the colored man is justice to themselves? . . . I do not believe this state of things
can last; the people of this State cannot be interested in upholding and continuing an act
which never has been and never can be made compatible with the safety and security of
the lives and property of those whom, by a gross sophism, it assumes to benefit and
protect. It is an act alike disgraceful to the intelligence of this State, and a foul blot upon
the pages of her Statute Book. Friends, let us feel assured that a brighter day is opening,
the public mind is awakening, let us continue to hope and work for this change, and may
heaven crown our efforts with success.

Questions to Consider
uestions to Consider:

1. What legal practice in California seems most objectionable to the delegates?
2. Which arguments in this speech are most persuasive to you?
3. What adjectives would you use to describe the speaker’s tone, and the overall
message of the speech?
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Statistical Summary Exercise
1. Analyze and discuss the population data in the table below.
California Population
Native Americans
1769
1821
1848
1860

300,000
200,000
150,000
30,000

Chinese

Non-Native Americans

1821
1848
1849
1852

3,500
14,000
100,000
225,000

1848
1849
1852

100
100
25,000

Discussion Questions
1. What were the trends in Native American population growth/decline in the
decades leading up to the Gold Rush? To what extent did the Gold Rush
affect these trends? Have students create a line graph to help assess the
precipitous decline of the Native American population, 1848–60.
2. In order to appreciate the rapid growth of the non-Native American
population in the first few years of the Gold Rush, have students create a bar
graph using the statistics above.
3. Create a pie chart to show the percentage of Chinese people in the non-Native
American population in the year 1852. How significant is this statistic?
Why?
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2. Analyze and discuss the production data in the table below.
Gold Mining and Production
Year
1848
1849
1850

Workers
4,000
40,000
100,000

Production
$ 250,000
$ 10,000,000
$ 40,000,000

Discussion Questions
1. Create a line graph or bar chart to illustrate the growth in the number of
miners 1848–50. On another graph, have them plot the increase in production
of (or success in finding) gold.
2. Compare the two graphs that have been created, or combine the data into one
graph. What is the relationship between the two sets of data? Did the figures
rise at a proportional rate? What does this result suggest?
3. Calculate the amount of dollars in gold found by an average miner in 1848,
in 1849, and in 1850, and plot this information in a graph or chart. How does
one account for the different production averages in each year?

Adapted from: Peter J. Blodgett, Land of Golden Dreams: California and the Gold Rush Decade, 1848-58 (San Marino: The Huntington Library, 1999).
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